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A REINSTATEMENT. 


Ll 


N a few days Mrs. Goodwin's health | 
L was ſo well reſtored, that ſhe began to 


talk of returning to her houſe. Mrs. 


Hamilton ſaid ſhe would not oppole it, 


as ſhe had not a doubt but ſhe ardently 
longed to reviſit the ſcenes of domeſtic 


happineſs, from whence. ſhe had been 


fo long excluded. Mr. Goodwin, ſhe, 


and the engaging Anna ſhould go 


whenever they thought N ; but Mifs 
Vol. II. B Goodwin 
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Goodwin muſt continue to be her 
ö vitdor s 


She did not know whether ſhe might 
be perfectly ſafe at Glenfield; however, 
it could not be an agreeable ſituation for 
her at preſent, as every freſh beholder 
would be recollefting the cauſe of her 
late perſecution.—** You muſt, Madam, 
* confide your amiable daughter to my 
4 care, till you have fixt on another re- 
« fidence; and if that ſhould not hap- 
4% pen by the time you are noticed to 
« Jeave Glenfield, (which is now very 
, near expired) I muſt inſiſt on your 
% making the Grange your home, till 
« Mr. Goodwin is accommodated to his 
« ſatisfaction. I muſt often ſee you, my 
% dear Madam, and ſhall bring Miſs 
Goodwin to accompany you to 
4 Church the a Sunday aber you 
“ leave us.” 


The 


LOULSA FORRESTER, 3 


The hearts of this worthy couple were 


were not ſuffered to make any acknow- 
ledgements, The day was fixed on for 
their departure, Mr. Hamilton made 
Mr. Goodwin a handſome preſent to 
ſupply the exigences of his family, till 
his ſalary became due; and he and Cap- 
tain-Rainsford accompanied Mr. Good- 
win on hoxſeback; whilt Mrs. and 
Miſs Forreſter attended Mrs. Goodwin 
and her younger darling in the chariot. 


They had not been returned to their 
houſe above three days, when Mr. 


Goodwin received a very complaiſant 
letter from Doctor Gripe, entreating 
him to continue in the curacy, as the 
cauſe of his wiſhing to reſide at Glenfield 
no longer exiſted; and he ſhould be 
Dappy for his Pariſhioners there, to be 
[1 B2 bene- 


oppreſſed with gratitude: — but they 
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benefitted by ite! precept and exam mo 
of ſo | walthy A man. 


Tho? NI. Goodwin's heart roſe with 
indignation at the meanneſs and dupli- 
city of Gripe's behaviour ;z—to avoid 
giving more trouble to. Colonel Ha- 


milton, to whom his obligations were 
already ſo great, he, tho* with much 


heartfelt diſſatisfaction, returned an an- 
ſwer, in which he engaged for another 
half _ | 


This ifatr ſettled, they bad them- 
ſelves quite at eaſe. Their neighbours 
thronged about them with congratu- 
lations; and nobody ſooner or more 
friendly than Mr. Fairbrook.— He was 
% happy to ſee his worthy Paſtor rein- 


ſtated comfortably; —and his wife had 


been quite unhappy, ſince ſhe had been 
deprived of the ſociety of Mrs. and 
| Miſs 


5 
Mis Goodwin: The affair happened at 
a moſt unlucky junfure, for he was ſel. 


een COR ANSMAR 


dom without money in the houſe, and 


if he wanted ten times as much now, it 
was heartily at his ſervice; and if he 
never had it again, it would not hurt 
him. 5m 


| Mr. "(onde chankpd him with 2 
ſmile compounded: of irony and con- 


tempt; and ſaid, all had happened for 
the beſt; for he had learned more of 


real life, during this ſhort ſeaſon of ad- 


verſity, than ever he could have done in 


the old, ſmooth track to which he had 
been accuſtomed; and from henceforth 


ſhould adopt a new ſyſtem of acting and 


thinking, which he had acquired by 
experience. The frequency of Mrs; 
Hamilton's viſits increaſed the reſpect of 
Mr. Goodwin's - neighbours ; and the 
B z | moſt 
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6 Lovisa FORRESTER. 


moſt cordial friendſhip ſubliſted 9 
the two families. 


Ms. Forreſter had prolonged her 
flay at Hamilton-Grange, far beyond 
the time ſhe at firſt intended ;—but fo 
many incidents had occurred to engage 
her attention, that it ſeemed at laſt but a 
ſhort viſit; and ſhe rightly judged that 
could not fix on a more proper time 
for her departure, than whilſt Captain 
Rainsford and Miſs Goodwin remained 
wertiven the family. 


be The idea of ſeparation was painftl to 
every individual of this congenial party; 
but the promiſe of another viſit the 
next ſpring, made a pleaſing impreſſion 
on the minds of all; and Mr. Hamilton's 
chariot conveyed them to Egerton- Park. 


They 


They were received with every teſ- 
timony of fincere regard; and their 


new elafticity to their ſprings of friend- 
ſhip. They reſumed their accuſtomed 
manner of living; but as the young la- 


dies grew up, the plan had been rather 


expanded. The inci” "ts that hap- 
pened at the Grange ſupply'd an inex- 
hauſtible fund of amuſive converſation. 


and Charles Egerton, who was ſpending 


a college vacation with his friends, 
ſeemed pleaſed to find Miſs Forreſter 
returned, with her heart diſengaged. 


Tho' he was not under the impulſe of 


any particular attachment, yet he thought 


her the moſt agreeable girl he had yet 


ſeen; and he pleaſed himſelf with thinking 
ſhe beheld him in the ſame point of view. 


Mrs. Egerton was, about this time, 


m by Lord and Lady Mel - 
ville, 
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 litthe abſence ſeemed to have given a 
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LOUISA FORRESTER. 


ville, (of whoſe prudence and know- 
ledge of the world, ſhe had a great 
opinion,) to ſpend the enſuing winter 
in town; as her daughters were now 
grown up, and it was time for them to 
emerge from their retirement, and begin 
to ſhare the amuſements their rank in 
life entitled them to. They had daugh- 
ters of their own about the ſame age, 
and wiſhed they might be introduced 
into the polite circles together. 
5 2 had es Fgcnon been 2 
ſtranger to the town, but ſhe could make 
no objection to a ſcheme calculated for 
the advantage of her children ; and ſhe 
© infiſted on Mrs. Forreſter and - Louiſa 
Joining the party, and being, in her fa- 
mily as viſitors: and to the no ſmall joy 
of the young ladies, the beginning of 
N ovember was. fixed for their departure. 
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let us return to 


ime, 


Hamilton-Grange. 
after Mrs. Forreſter's departure from 


EE 


3 


About a month 


thence, Captain Rainsford received in- 
formation, that he would be expected on 
board in a fortnight. Mrs. Hamilton 
ſaid he muſt accompany them to ſpend 


ae o jo 2: 
N £4 3 . 2 — 2 ERIE 12 oP on j- 
* — . es C 


. 


fixed, and 


ſhe, Miſs Goodwin, Mr. Hamilton, and 


che Captain went to 


ET - 


time was 


one happy day at Glenfield, before his 
The 


departure. a 


It 
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It was called a happy day, but yet diſ- 
content and anxiety ſeemed to over- 
- ſhadow the countenances of more han 
one, in tllis little friendly party. An in- 
voluntary ſigh often eſcaped Maria; 
and when ſhe thought herſelf obſerved, 
ſhe bluſhed and looked diſconcerted. 
The Captain was grave andioften quite 
abſent, when ſpoke to; and ſeemed 
wrapped in a kind of muſing melancholy. 
* Mrs. Hamilton did not fail to rally him 
upon it, but he did not reply in his ufual 
ſpitited ſtrain. He faid he had but juſt 
begun to taſte the charms of poliſhed 
life, and muſt now relinquiſm it, and 
return to the boiſterous element on which 
he had been bred, with a ſet of ideas 
quite diffonant to his way of life. This 
modle of ſpeech, ſo different to his uſual 
behaviour, gave an air of gravity to the 
| general converſation; and it was owing 
to little Anna's playfulneſs, hat a pain- 
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| ful gloom did not over] wound the whole, * 
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Ader Kine 1 a walk i in the garden way 
. propoſed, and the converſation became 
more cheerful ; when, after many at- 
tempts, the Captain drew Mr. Goodwin 
into a retired walk, and after much he- 
firation, began. a confeffion, which, per- 
haps, will ſurprize the reader as much 
as it did the hearer. — Taking Mr. 
Goodwin by the hand, he faid, with a 
voice interrupted by the emotions of his 
heart, Can you pardon me, my good 
 Sjr?—will you permit me to lay the 
1 inmoſt receſſes of my boſom open to 
"7 your view?“ 


ee, en ee e eee eee 


« What can this apology mean, 
Captain? —I really believe your heart 
W not harbour 'a- ſentiment chat 

needs one.“ J hope it does not, 
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Sir; but my hair is in a ſtate that 
* makes me fear every thing. O, Sir! 
* theſe new ſenſations ave been gra- 
é qually making inroads on my peace; 
« ever fince that memorable morning, 
8 hen I met the amiable Miſs Goodwin 
« going tothe ſpring for water. I at that 
& time thought myſelf actuated by very 
« different motives; but forgive me my 


« dear Sir, L am now convinced it was. * 
« Jave.—Love of the moſt pure and ex- 
« aled kind. I never have, nor ever 


„will give che leaft intimation of it to 
ce the adorable object without your per- 


« miſſion. If that might be granted, and. 5 
61 might know I was not diſagreeable . 
«ro Miſs Goodwin; that thought, a 
| «would ſupport me thro? 12 the toils _ 
1 and * that await me. 433 6 


. « My noble young cm (reply'd. 
* Mr. * * do me e fo 


. 


"—_ 
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« by your. propoſal ; -.and your ſen- 
* timents do honour to your own heart. 
«Tcan have no objection to the partia- a 
« [ity you are pleaſed to entertain for my 

" daughter,— but my unworthineſs of 
* ſuch an alliance. Give me leave to 

* acquaint Mr. Hamilton with your ſen- 

© timents, and all the reſt ſhall be left 
« to my girl; for I would not influence: 5 
te her choice in a matter of ſuch mo- 
e ment to her future happineßs, if * 


1 could ſecure 1 by it.” 


«'T thank you, Sir, I think as un- 
« cle will not attempt to make me un- 
“% happy; —if he does, you will be 
pleaſed to remember, that truly as I 
love and honour him, I will not malte 
1 him the arbiter of my — e 


They parted, and Mr. Goodwin 1 | 


und an 9 of engaging Mr. 
Hamilton 


T4 LovisA FORRESTER. 


Hamilton in a private converſation ; and 


told him what had paſſed between him 
and the Captain, in the moſt impartial | 


and candid manner. 


When he had done Fraking —0 my 
ce worthy, friend, (ſaid the Colonel, ) 
& every thing you do or ſay, convinces 


& me more of your honour and probity. 


Lam not. ſo much ſurpriſed at this in- 
formation as you ſeem to be, it is 


* what I have for ſome time ſuſpected; 
and I have kept a watchful eye over 


© my nephew's behaviour, and ſincerely 


« pitted him ;—for I really thought he 


« would not have conquered his timidity 


« enough to have opened his mind to 
% any body. I am glad he has. —lIf the 
« young lady has entertained fimilar 
Pp „ e ,—and from my obſervations 


I think: the 1 is not ayetfe to him; why, 
0 wich 


LOUISA FORRESTER. IS 


b with your conſent, he ſhall depart. in 
« peace cooling t to his wiſhes.” 


Mr. Goodwin could only Ami the 
penerofity and urbanity of his diſpo- 
ſition ;—for he would not permit him 
to give any expreſſion, but that of his 
countenance, to the gratitude which ex- 
panded his heart.—** You ſhall leave the 
% management of this delicate affair to 
« Mrs. Hamilton and me, my worthy 


friend, ( faid the Colonel, ) ſhe has 


«made the ſame obſervations that 1 
« hive, and our ſentiments are the ſame. 
“When Harry firſt arrived at the 
« Grange, we pleaſed ourſelves with 
* thinking if he and Miſs Forreſter 
«ſhould conceive an affection for each 
other, our fortune would deſcend to 


them without diviſion, as they are the | 


* only relations we have; — but we did 


1 not wih to influence their choice, 


« nor 
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nor ever drgpped a hint of the kind 
to any pet n. We never ſaw the 
« jeaſt ground for ſuch an expectation 
cc after they met; and I am convinced 
4% Miſs Goodwin' s diſpoſition is much 
40 better calculated to make Rainsford 
cc © happy, and am glad he has made fo 
& prudent a choice. He has ſome for- 
cc tune of his own, which, with his com- 
60 miſſion, will enable him to live with 
« credit till mine devolves to him. I will 
«© mention the matter to Harry, and my 
« wife ſhall ſound Miſs Goodwin's incli- 
© nations; and you ſhall engage for Mrs. 
© Goodwin's conſent, of there ſhould be 


ce nothing elſe wanting“ 


A. this — * Mr. Goodnio was halſ-. 


HE tily. ſummoned into the houſe, a gentle- 
man wanted him immediately on parti- 


eular buſineſs. He followed the meſſen- 


ger er. —Mrs. Goodwin made an * 
and 


Eh 


o CP 


— 
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and with great perturbation haſted after 
him. Maria look d amazed and terrify d, 


« You ſeem uneaſy, my good young 
lady, (ſaid the Colonel) Pll have no 


ceremony j go after your father, and. . | 


« ſee what's the matter, —and if it's any 


b thing that's proper to communicate to 


0 us, let us know it: — for T aſſure you 
«Iam ſincerely intereſted in every thing 
* that concerns your family.“ She cour- 
teſy d, and alt nimbl * 1 F 
mother. 8 


This gentleman was no other than 
the attorney's clerk, who had been em- 
N to make the will of Mr. Good- 
win's uncle, by which he had been cut 
off from all his expectations. His time 


was now expired, and he thought him- 4 
ſelf at liberty to make the injured pre- 
ſumptive heir, acquainted with ſome of 


the 


: % 
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the baſe ſchemes which had been plan's ; 
for his ruin. 


He ſaid Doctor Goodwin und his 
nate maſter, had commenced an intimacy 
about half a year before Mr. Goodwin 
of che Priory was taken ill of the diſ- 
order that proved fatal to him.—“ I 


* heard him, Sir, ſay to Mr. Vellum, 


bs cannot you, my good friend, put me 
te in a way to get this ſanctimonious 


9 brother of mine out of my uncle's 


& good graces? —I ſee no reaſon why 
« 1 ſhould be excluded from any ſhare þ 
& of the old gentleman's fortune, be- 
cc cauſe my brother chanced to come 
« into the world before me. Were it 
& to be fairly divided, I think, I ſhould 
& be cantent, —but as it is all to go to 
«© my brother, it would do my heart 


<6 good to turn the tables upon him, and 
“ get it all for myſelf.” 


EW 
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« like your ideas, Sir, (repty's my 
C maſter, ) and if I could ſerve you I 
« ſhould be glad.—l dare ſay, you would 
© not forget a good turn.” © Truſt me 
« for that,” faid your brother. What 
« think you of depreciating your brother 
ce by letters from an unknown friend, 
«© who wiſhes well to the family ?—T have 
& done much by ſuch ſimple means be- 
te fore now.”—* Try your ſxill, my 
« good friend, (ſaid the Doctor,) it can 
&« do no harm, and I'll make my court 
& to the old man in che. tan time; and 
« if T can get enough into his con- 
« fidence, to ſee the letters, I will ge- 
“ nerouſſy entreat him to pay no regard 


© to tem, and liberally beſpatter the : 
* That's right, Sir, and 


c writer. 
« Pl} tell kirk I know your difintereſted 
ce good nature, and adviſe him not to 
60 mind what you Hay.“ ps 
561 
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I have not a doubt, 1 but this 
7 hes was purſued; for I have put ſe- 
c veral letters into the office, directed to 


„your uncle, but never could get the 

« fight of them. After a while we had 
L inſtructions to paſs a fine, and cut off 
© the entail of the eſtate; and. about 2 


16 month before your uncle's death; tho 


4 Doctor came and gave inſtructions 
« for making a will. This was. done 
C 0 with all poſſible expedition, and we 


40 were ſent for three times to have it 


no executed, Ae the Doctor thought 
4 proper to * 1 he reaſon |} 
a cannot. aſcertain, as there. was always AY 
« a good deal of private talk between $ 
« c the Doctor and Mr. Vellum; and 
be when it was ſign'd, I obſerved the 
old gentleman was very heavy and 


40 inattentive while it was read; and 
ee Mr. Vellum hurried it over in ſuch J 
40 manner, chat it was difficult to un- 


5 6c derſtand 


' -o 


/ 
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derſtand him; and when your uncle 
had fign'd it, he lay down, fetched A 
| 00 deep ſigh, and ſaid, — if { have done | 


« wrong, Heaven forgive me !—Now, 


Sir, I thought you had been baſely 


cc uſed, and I was reſolved to let you 
« know; and if you can make any ad- 
vantage of my information, I thall be 


en ee O98. VEL BROW 


; ; T: a 7 * 


ic thank you, Sir, (aid Mr. Good: 


; « win,) for your: triendly wiſhes; but I 


« m determined to reſt content as Iam: 


5 4 will never litigate an affair that 
* would involve me in ſo much per- 
« plexity, and in which 1 could not rea- 

© ſonably hope for any advantage. You 
have increaſed my knowledge of the 
« world, tho not my! ſatisfaction. 

« Come, Sir, you muſt take a N 5 


wh 75 ** us, and nen I ſhall 
Dek not 
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* tention.” 


£ When Miſs Goodwin had heard this 


anecdote of her uncle and his friend 


Vellum, ſhe returned to the garden, 
to acquaint Mr. and Mrs. Hamilton 
with the particulars; and to tell them 
tea was ready. She obſerved ſomething 
of animation and hurry in all their coun- 
tenances, and perceived they broke off 


their converſation abrubtly as ſhe ap- 


proached. Captain Rainsford ſeemed 
in much better ſpirits than he had been 


the former part of the day; —and with 


had inyolved his worthy brother in ſuch 


uncommon gallantry, would | hand her 
into the - houſe ;—while Mr. and Mrs. 


Hamilton followed them, enjoying the 


turn their recent converſation had given 
do the Captain's ſpirits, and execrating 


the deteſtahle Doctor Goodwin, who 
miſery 
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mile „to acquire what 5 he did nat 


want. 


They were no ſooner placed round 


the tea table, and had paſſed ſome well 


deſerved compliments on young Mr. 
Douglas, for his good intentions, — when 
a man and horſe came up to- the 'door 
on a full gallop, and enquired for Mr. 
Goodwin. —The worthy man was at the 
door in an inſtant.— What 8 the mat - 
« ter, friend? “ Is your name Good- 
„win, Sir?“ « Yes, friend :—what 
have you to fay to me? —““ Why, 
« Sir, I was ordered to make all poſ- 
ſible haſte to tell you chat your bro- 
10 ther, Doctor Goodwin, was thrown 
5 from his horſe about ſix o clock this 
1 morning, — Poor Gentleman! — he 
« was going out with Squire Tracey's 
© hounds, and was taken up for dead; 

| if and, ſo Sir, I was ordered to 7 . 
66 let 
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e let you know ;— for, as he is not mar. 
< ried, they ſay as how nobody has 
re any buſineſs with his defects but you.— 
* And ſo the farvants ſaid as how you 
© muſt come dir ectly, and ae care 


64 of him.” 


M. Goodwin was much affected by 
is dreadful cataſtrophe; perhaps the 
more ſo, as he had juſt heard ſuch a 
ſhocking account of his unjuſt and cruel 
behaviour to himſelf, who had always 
treated him with true fraternal regard | 
and affection.— He went into the gar- | 
den, and after taking two or three me- 
lancholy turns, he rejoined his friends, 
and addreſſing Mrs. Goodwin, he faid, 

I cannot go, my dear Eliza!—1 think, 
= I could not behave with propriety at 
« this juncture, nor give proper orders; C 
8 therefore, fappoſe 1 inveſt Mr. Doug- 


78 * Jas with authority to ac 1 in my behalf 


mw 
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« he ſeems t to ave ben ſent hither 
« at this criſis, by a: providential im- 
66 pulſe.” cc. No, Sir, (faid- Mr. Douglas,) 
s that cannot be; I ſhall be very happy 
« to act by your direction, but I can- 
© not do any _ without _ . 


4 fence.” 
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* You are- much In the right, my - 1 
good Sir, (aid the Colonel,) you are 
© a young man, and. juſt going into Y 


© bukaeſs, I apprehend; therefore it 
c behoves yor-to take care of your re- 
£ putation.” Then turning to Mr. Good- 
win, „J honour your feelings, Sir, but 
you muſt ſubmit to the ordinations 
« of Providence; which, at preſent, 
a ſeem very favourable to you. I ſes 
#6 you are much affected, and I am not 
2 unmoved at the ſudden fate of this; 
« poor. man; but you muſt go, and if 
*« you'll. permit me, I will accompany: i 
- Vol. C „%  -i 
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you, and take upon me the care of 
e hat you cannot perform. You, my 
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« dear Auguſta, and Miſs Goodwin, 


2 ſtay and keep Mrs. Goodwin 


c choerful till our return. Will you go 
«api us, Rainsford, or will you ſtay . 
« wich the ladies?” ©* As you pleaſe, - 


Sir,“ ſaid the Captain, . Why'then, 


«© (aid Mrs. Hamilton,) we will have 

« Harry with us. You will be a com- 

« fortable party, — and we ſhall be Joſt 
js gene A i” | | 


Bir. Goodwin adquiethed. —The 9 1 
were got ready, and they ſet out imme- 
diately. They found the Doctor dead, 


as they had reaſon to expect. They ſlept 


that night at an Inn, and by Mr. Doug- 


las's advice fent the next morning for 


Mr. Vellum , who was interrogated by 
the Colonel, whether Doctor Goodwin 


had made a will >—he faid he did not 


. — 
- . , 
<4 * 
. Fl . 92 * * 
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W 0 was very poſiible for che gen- 
tleman to have made a diſpoſal of his 


| poſſe Hons, without his knowledge. | 
„But, Sir, ( faid Mr. Douglas,). have 
5 you made one? — that is all we want 


to know; for, from my knowledge of 
the connexion between you and the 


1 Doctor, Im ſure wee ae would N 


© 0 r 


= Why, as to he. Me. pants qye 
« lee, Doctor Goodwin might make a 


« will, and I know nothing of the mat- 


6 _ That is Aae. to be * 

* e you Ho a will foe 
Poctor Goodwin, or have you any - 
* will made by him, in your poſſeſſion?” 


* Why, d'ye ſee;Gentlemen, if you in- 
« fiſt upon a categorical anſwer, l have 
* not made any will; nor do I think the 


- ' Doctor had any thoughts of making 
| 1 . 
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<< one ee d'ye ſee, gentlemen, he was 


"hy not an old man, and, perhaps, might 
e intend to marry, and have hens of his 
* en ye ſee.” 


9 * We are eh e to you, Sir, 


( ſaid Colonel Hamilton,) you have 


« given us all the information we 
« wanted. Be pleaſed to accept of this, 


| & (preſenting him with a guinea). I pre- 
c ſyme, you have no further demand 
c upon us. I dare ſay, Doctor Goodwin 


4 has diſcharged you bill for what you 


2 did for his uncle. — He ſaw young 
Douglas look at him with a meaning eye, 


and reply d, yes, Sir, the Doctor 


| N ec was a very worthy man; he fettled all 


« his uncle's accounts,” — The Colonel 
wiſhed him a n matning, and he 
W el eee ee 
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CH 4 P. wiv. 


A DISCOVERY, 


\HERE were now no difficulties to 
encounter, —all was in the plain, 
| beaten track, —and Mr. Hamilton let 
Mr. Goodwin indulge the ſenſibility of 
his heart, while he, and the young at- 
torney gave orders for the funeral, = 
inſpected the accounts of the N — 
and took every proper precaution to 
prevent the worthy man from being in- 
jured by thoſe his unfeeling brother had 


retained in his ſervice ;—who, in all pro- 
C 3 bability, 
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bability, were not impreſſed with any 
ew favourable ideas of him. 


While the Selene Was ee in 


theſe offices of friendſhip at the Priory, 
Mrs. Hamilton was exerting an equal 


degree of benevolence at Glenfield. The 
ſudden cataſtrophe of chis bad man, im- 
preſſed the family there with an awful ſo- 
lemnity. They had no cauſe to grieve, 
nor did they attempt to aſſume an ap- 


pearance foreign to their hearts; but a 
decent gravity naturally prevailed, which 
for two or three days prevented Mrs. 
Hamilton from talking to Miſs Goodwin, 
on a ſubject, that ſhe. a b to be 
ee ke _ 


She had requeſted Maria to fleep in 


© her room from the time the gentlemen 


left them;—and, on the fourth evening 
after they were retired to ocheir apartment i 


ſhe, 
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| ſhe, by indifferent chat, endeavoured 
to draw Miſs Goodwin into a commu- 
nicative humour; and when ſhe had 
ſucceeded, ſhe inſenſibly, as it were, 
turneÞ the converſation to Om” = 
Rainsford, e 300 ö 
N What doi you dat, my Juar Miſs 
6 Goodwin, can be the matter with ol 
« Harry? — He is grown ſo grave, and 
« ſo abſent of late, 1 could almoſt ſay, 
© he makes near approaches to ſtupi- 
« dity; and he uſed to be the life and 
« ſpirit of our family circle.” I don't 
know, Madam, I have not made any 

« particular obſervation - on the Cap- - 
* tain's behaviour; but he is ſo very 
g obliging, that I fancy he has adopted 
da grave behaviour on account of my 
<© uncle's death, as he ſaw my father ſo 
much affected with. the intelligence! of 
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. Wel, my dear, you have aſſign'd a 
very polite, and a very proper reaſon 
_ *« for his change of manners. I queſtion 
if I was to aſk him, whether he could 
'® ſpeak ſo handſomely in his own be- 
e half, —But J obſerved a difference 
© before this melancholy incident oc- 
** curred. I have been thinking, whether 
one might not attribute it to love?— 
+4 chat paſſion, I believe, is a great de- 
ce prefler of the ſpirits.” “I,. —I don't 
33 know, Madam, — (and ſhe bluſhed 
& and heſttated,) I am quite ignorant 
in ſuch matters; but, —but who do 
you think, Madam, could the Captain 
have entertamed a prepoſſeſſion for, 
ce that ſhould occaſion him to be melan- 
c choly or depreſſedꝰ Why that 
c was what 1 wanted to have your opi- 
= nion of, my dear. I think, with his 
4 merit, agreeableneſs, and family con- 
4. nexions, he need not deſpair, whoever 
| 66 ſhe 
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c ſhe is, e he has fixed his 5 
« fections on a perſon whom he thinks 
<« unworthy of him; and 1 cannot 
* think that is the caſe.” Ty Bl 


* 
5 89 | 


Poor Maria's <conbitich Ancreaſet, , 


and a deep ſigh eſcaped her, Why, 
« I,-I don't know, Madam, if the 


Captain thinks of himſelf, as other 
people do of him, whom he can find, 


* that is worthy of him“ 4 Indeed, 
my dear young friend, the Captain is 
© much obliged to your politeneſs. —- 
«© What do you think of Louiſa For 
© reſter?—this change has certainly hap- 
e him ſince ſhe left as. 70 


SF 


This en "was" more chk Ma- 5 


ria could, well ſupport; —ſhe tumec 


pale, and tremblingly ſaid, (to be fure, 
% Madam, Miſs Foreſter is a N 
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«6 any ching partie lar,” —** No, my 
s dear, nor Ineither;. and; J am certain, 
ee there was nothing particular to ſee. 
Will you pardon me, my love, for 
© having put your ſuſceptible heart to 
© this. painful trialꝰ— But I thought 


. 


— —̃ — 
———ů — 


from . nps. 
2 | | . 
— «] lo not what you mean, Ma- 


« dently with great perturbation, ) 
„Why then, my dear Miſs Goodwin, 
*compoſe yourſelf, and I'll tell you 


20 uncertainty of ſucceſs, made him re- 


be not to men ks. ſentiments 
7 hs | | he to 
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« dam, (faid Maria, faintly, but evi- 


> 


ce jt neceſſary. I ſpare your delicacy 
4 the diſagreeableneſs of a confeſſion. 
know your ſentiments with more 
4 certainty, than T could have done 


« plainly :—Poor Harry is juſt dying 
4 for love of you; — but his delicate no- 
44 tions of honour, and, perhaps, bis 
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to you, till he had {ſpoken to- Mr. 
6 Goodwin. | 
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« Your "FR had juſt the ſame nice 
ideas, and he could not ſay any thing 
to comfort the poor love-lorn youth, 
ec he had ſpoken to Mr. Hamilton 

that he had for ſome time ſuſpected 
1 as much, and that nothing would 
« give us more pleaſure than ſuch an 
« alliance, which, he. thought „ would 
c contribute to the happineſs. of all 
parties; and when you went to bring 
« us information about the young: law-- 
cc yer, we took that opportunity of · 
« ſpeaking to Harry about it, and the- 
* poor thing declared, if you were 
1 Ws that he would never ſee n+ _ 
*-native ings.” = 
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Now, my dear, as ou know what 

«* a regard I have for my nephew, you 
cannot at all wonder that I wifhed to 

«know your inmoſt ſentiments. I 

< thought if I broke the affair abruptly 
& to you, it would confuſe. you; and 

tho had no doubt of your veracity, 

< and know you to. be above diſſimu- 
lation, and the little arts made uſe of 
' © by the infienificant part of our ſex; 
yet, I thought you might be betray d, 
e by your extreme modeſty, and, per- 
aps an ignorance of your on heart, 
* to ſpeak in an uncertain and diſſatiſ- 
« factory manner. But your confu- 
* fon, thoſe amiable bhiſhes, and ſmo- 
thered ſighs, cannot decei ve. Now, 
with your wonted fincerity and open- 
c neſs ot heart, tell me, you forgive my 
„ little artifice; and freely avow che ſen- 
s timents that I have e from you 
ares. 
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During this affectionate and encou- 

_ raging ſpeech, Maria had e ſome 
degree of compoſure. She took Mrs. 
Hamilton s hand, and preſſed it to her 
lips; but when ſhe attempted to ſpeak, . 
the tears of ſenſibility and ſoft confuſion 
burſt from her eyes.—** Pardon you, 

„ my dear Madam! O how ſhall I ex- 
e preſs my gratitude for the trouble you 
&© have taken with ſuch. an unworthy - 

« girl? I hope, Madam, I have a heart 

« that ſcorns diſſimulation, and that 

«would not knowingly entertain a 
thought, that ought to be concealed... 

| © 1 confeſs, I have always beheld Cap- 
© tain Rainsford with a degree of re- 
verence and reſpect, that 1 thought 
due to him as the generous deliverer 

« of my diſtreſſed parents, and the agent 

by whoſe means we were introduced 

« to your notice and kind patronage?. . 

* thought it my duty to cheriſh every 

| on * ſentiment” 


38 Louis A FORRESTER, 
« ſentiment of gratitude for ſo worthy 
an object; but indeed, Madam, 1 
© had not the preſumption to think of 
him in any other point of view. I ac- 
„knowledge I have found an unhappy 
e ſomething hang upon my ſpirits ever 
« fince I heard the Captain name the 
«© time of his departure; but I feared | 
_ © to aſk my heart what it could portend. | 
« You, Madam, have made yourſelf 
< acquainted with my ſentiments before 
tc well knew them myſelf. I do not 
4 regret the diſcovery ;—to- your ſupe- 
4 rjor judgment and refined ſuſcepti- 
44 hility,. I can ſafely commit myſelf; 
hoping, my ever reſpected Madam, 
that you will pardon the freedom of 
40 my confeſſion, and not def] piſe me for 
4 , weakneſs, which ſhould have never 
„ eſcaped me, had you not drawn it 
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My dear exalted girl! ( faid Mrs. 
« Hamilton, preſſing her to her boſom,) 
« you are, and ever ſhall be, next my 
© heart. I will give Rainsford hopes; 
* —but be aſſured, I will fay nothing 
cc that ſhall hurt your delicacy, or make 
him vain of his conqueſt. I know you 
are above the little arts of coquetry ; 
« behave with your accuſtomed frank- 
« neſs, and let us make a worthy man 
„happy as ſoon as we can with propri- 
« ety. And ſo, my dear niece, that ſhall. 
« be, I wiſh you a good night.” 


«=. 
« 


N — 5 n _ * 2 " £6; ob — 4 | ES 
3 n P e = FHP rt TH 


Maria retired to bed, but not to ſleep; 
—her ſpirits were too much agitated. 
Perhaps, extreme joy may be a greater- 
enemy to- ſleep than extreme ſorrow :!— _ 
as in the latter caſe, a depreſſion of 
mind ſinks the animal ſyſtem into a kind } 

of ſtupor, that happily often ends in- a 

"OR: * whilſt a perturba- 

tion, 


8 


40 Louis A FORRESTER. 
tion, occaſioned by joy, raiſes the ſpirits 
to ſuch a degree of efferveſcence, as ef- 
fectually excludes a poſſibility of repoſe; 
WW. till time, and the fatigue of too high a 
degree of animation „ have reduced the 
mental Hawers to a ſtate of tranquility. | 


"Hen this * Maria roſe in the 
morning, without having cloſed her 
eyes. She had, till che preceding even- 

ing, been a ſtranger to the real ſen- 
timents of her own heart; — and to have 
them diſcovered by Mrs. Hamilton, ere 
ſhe.well knew them herſelf, was an in- 
cident, that tho it hurt her delicacy, 
gave every encouragement to her hopes. 
; he therefore aroſe cheerful and bloom- 
ing as che morn; and the trembling 
bluſh that ſuffuſed her lovely face, 
every time Mrs. Hamilton ſpoke to ber, 
| "le her appear more irreſiſtibly charm- 


. _ —_ = 8 
»% =_ I EIT PSI = — 
o FOE Sr — - - - 
f n — = ES. = _ TEIN 
L U A r 5 . 2 3 K = * N 7 — yy 
—_— <> —_ = 1 LR > = A 2 GX S ' — - - 3 9 — — 
DE; n Os l N R a . 2 * i che Mis, —— —— 
IM — . = = - 4 . a _ bn 
. ; —_ þ = g 
* - . - p ; 7 i. = Z 
. * | — þ * * am Pt — 
0 2 1 
. ee IE 3 . _ - » — — — — 
, P Mes I I III IR, 1-100 — 0 
2 * 2 2 2 22 
g 25 n penn F ts As a 
4,9 
ju 4 
o N 
x 
* 
* 
as 


- * = = = 

- TRT „. 

2 

* 1 Sn r p 
N n 7 4 4 
— eng 9 bo * 
150 * — — * 8. * * —— 
* . 


 LOBISA FORRESTER 41 


ing in the, eyes of the enamoured 


r 


.. 


Mrs. Goodwin was now the only 
perſon concerned, who had no ſuſpicion 
of the affair. After breakfaſt Mrs. 
Hamilton propoſed a walk in the gar- 
den, ſaying, ſhe would leave Miſs 
Goodwin to entertain Harry. —If- ſhe 


_ would play him a tune on the guitar, ſhe 
knew it would be more agreeable to him, 
than walking with a couple of old wo- 

men. The Captain was going to ſay 


ſomething handſome on the occaſion; 


but ſhe ſtopped him, and ſaid, .I want 


te to have a little talk with Mrs. Good- 
win, and (whiſpering) if you don't 


make uſe of the preſent opportunity, | 


you don't deſerve ſuch another.“ 
Then tapping him on the ſhoulder, with 
an intelligent ſmile, ſhe ſaid, come, 
© my dear Madam, I muſt have a walk,” 

ſo 
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ſo Gin, ſhe led the way, and ** 4 
Goodwin followed. 


Mrs. Hamilton was ſilent till ſhe 
reached an alcove; ; where, ſitting down, 
ſhe ſaid, © perhaps, my worthy Madam, 
« you are a little ſurprized at my beha- 
viour this morning; and I requeſted 
** your company alone, that I might ac. 
« quaint you with an affair which I am 
ce much intereſted i in, and have not been 
c able in our late hurry to communicate 
to you. My poor nephew, and your 
4 amiable daughter, are juſt dying for 
„ love of each other; and the timid 
cc Creatures dare not look at one another, 
c much leſs: ſpeak.” She then gave 
Mrs. Goodwin a particular detail of all 
ſhe had gathered from either party, to 
the great ſurprize, and no leſs ſatisfaction 
of that good lady; and it was agreed, as 
their affection ſeemed mutual, and as no 

| . # we. 1 
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diſapprobation of friends on either fide, 
would obſtruct their union, to give them 
all proper opportunities of explaining 
their ſentiments;— and whenever they 


could conclude to make each other 


happy, no unneceſſary obſtacle ſhould 
be thrown in their way. This point 


being ſettled, the ladies protracted their 
walk till it was time to dreſs for dinner. 

As ſoon as the ladies went out, the 
Captain told Miſs Goodwin, he hoped 
ſhe would favor him in the manner his 
aunt had propoſed. She, with ſome he- 
fitation, reply d, ſhe could refuſe nothing 


Mrs. Hamilton defired, and with a 


ſweet confuſion in her countenance, fat 
down with her guitar and began playing 
with ſuch an evident timidity and hurry 


of ſpirits, as plainly evinced ſhe ſcarce 


knew what ſhe was doing. 
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Ago, wo 
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W771 Might I beg the favour, Miß | 


« « Goodwin, of the ſong I ſo much ad- 


I % mired 2” << 3 Sir. * played 


5 and ſung, 


Why does Damon ſigh and grieve, 
Why complain of Cupid's dart? 

Could my pain his peace retrieve, 
Gladly would I bear the ſmart. 


But by tyrant cuſtom ty'd, 
I may hear, but dare not ſpeak ; 
Cuſtom muſt my conduct guide, 
Tho' my love-lorn heart ſhould break. 


The amiable Maria had no ſooner 
begun this tender ſonnet, than, as if by 
inſpiration, her muſical powers were in 


the higheſt perfection; and ſhe ſung 
and played wich more emphaſis and ex- 


ecution than ur N55 had ever heard 


Her. 


By the time ſhe had gone chro- two 
lines, he roſe and ſtood behind her chair, 


= weary 
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wrapp'd in ſenſations too tender to be 

expreſſed. When ſhe had finiſhed, ge 
exclaimed, «Ol Miſs Goodwin! could 

el but flatter myſelf your ſentiments 

« were analagous to the ſweet ſtrain, and 

ce that J was the favoured Damon, I 

« ſhould be too,. too happy * 6 You 


are very polite, Sir, but I know I 
perform very ill to! day.” © Miſs 
« Goodwin does every thing well, but 
« the greater is my unhappineſs, while 
« am indifferent to her; perhaps worſe 
*« than indifferent, — perhaps, I am 
wu troubleſome and diſagreeable to her. 
e owe this high regale to my aunt's 
* requeſt,” And he _— ny R 
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Maria role , and with a cuts 

| exchimed, | « Captain Rainsford trou- 
| i bleſome, -or difagreeable of would + 

( tear out this worthleſs heart, if it could 

| 1 18 of ſuch ingratirude!—O, 


«© Sie! 


| 46. | LOUISA, FORRESTER: 
Sir! 1 only fear you TY hah it is 


12 © too grateful; and that you would de. 
s piſe it, were it laid, open to your 
cc view.” Lo ; | | : 


+ | He took her hand, and preſſed it-to 
his lips. O!] Miſs Goodwin, am [ 
not difagreeable to you?—anſwer me 
but that one queſtion, and you make 
me the happieſt, or the moſt miſerable 
© man exiſting.” If it depended on 
me, Sir, you ſhould be the happieſt. 
We ought to be excluded from ſociety, 
a if 1 did not exert! every faculty to 
5 pleaſe and oblige fo noble, ſo ge- 
2 en nee yaw; have been 
«to * ye” 2, 


- - 


- 


jo „No more of 1 my amid 

"7 Miſs Goodwin; I did but my duty, 
. and merit no thanks. Your ſweet- 
| . "ach of Gſpoliticnrtins gives me new 
« ik 


A 


= 
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Us life, new. ſpirits; —and I find myſelf 
grow, diſatisſied with the gratitude. 
that makes you ſo admired by every 


C body elſe,” ? 66 ] don't underſtand you, 


« Sir,” «1 know not whether 1. un- 
66 derſtand myſelf; but pardon me, 
« Jovelieſt of your ſex, if I am too pre- 
« ſuming. I have long been unhappy, 
« and now I have begun to enquire what 
« js to be my deſtiny, I can bear ſuſ- 
« pence no longer. Put the little ſer- 
te yices you impute to me out of the 
« queſtion, and tell me, with your na- 
« tive lovely frankneſs, whether you can 
« behold me with a favourable eye, as 
one whole. hopes of happineſs are all 
" centered in you?” _—- I 


She bluſhed, —ſbe "nbd; — is 
attempted to ſ peak, —but the fglt'ring ac- 
cents died upon her quivering lips.— 
He 200k her hand : Speak, uy 

40 adored - 
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c adored Maria, my ſoul's only trea- 
« ſure ! O, let me hear a favourable 
cc ſentence from thoſe. lovely lips!” 
She in ſome degree regained her pre- 
ſence of mind, and with a voice ex- 
preſſive of the tender ſenſations of her 
heart, reply'd,—<* TO know Captain 
= Rainsford, and to approve him, are 
ee the ſame. Thus tenderly and gener- 
« ouſly preſſed to declare my ſenti- 
% ments, I will ſpeak without reſerve. 
% From the firſt moment I ſaw you, 
« Sir, I felt that my heart could never 
on a partiality for any other. For- 
* tune had put ſuch a bar betwixt us, 
«that it would have been the height of 
« preſumption in me to have encou- 
« raged the moſt latent hopes; and I de- 
„ termined to keep the painful ſecret 
«Jocked up in my boſom; and never ceaſe 
6c Ping ie” - eg e 
14 ul "would | 


« would be the only ſource from which 
« I could hope to derive my own.“ 


Je again preſſed her hand with rap- 


ture to his lips.“ Generous, exalted 
Angel for, ſure, theſe ſentiments 
* are angelic -I muſt, in juſtice to 


© myſelf, —in juſtice to your merit, —and 


to the diſintereſted goodnel: 3 of my 


cc worthy uncle, mention one particular. 


„ had told my affeftion for you to 


« your noble-minded father, juſt be- 
cc fore the news of your uncle's deceaſe 
< arrived. He received the information 
&« with expreſſions of gratitude which 


gave me pain, but would give no en- 
e couragement to my wiſhes till he knew 
«© Mr. Hamilton's ſentiments ; and he, 
< with a generoſity of ſoul that attends 
« all his actions, approved my choice, 


and bid me gain an intereſt in Miſs 
* Goodwin's heart; and I . depend 
Vol. II. a ua 
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. LOUISA FORRESTER, 


upon his doing every thing in * 
9 , to make * both happy-” 


Juſt as. this explanati 
Mrs. Hamilton and Mir. | f in | 
Kled in Rainsford's eyes.“ I hope, 
© ladies, your little airing has been 
<< agreeable.” < Perfectly ſo, my dear 
4 Harry; but I hope you have been 
too well entertained within doors to 
« regret. not being of our party.. I 
«thank you, Madam, I have at this in- 
«c tant nothing to regret,;—1 only fear I 
% am 100 happy.” Why then you, haye, 
* nothing to fear, (rejoined ſhe,) for 
you need not doubt but you will meet 
« with incidents enough in life to con- 
e vince. you that it is a groundleſs one. 
So ſaying, the ladies retired to dreſs. 
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She obferved: a timid kind of ſatiſ- 
faction playing about Miſs Good win's 
features, of which ſhe good-naturedliyß 
took no notice; — only, as they were 
parting at the top of the ſtairs, ſhe 
tapp'd her on the ſhoulder, and "ſaid; 
«« I hope, my dear, you have not been 
« without your ſhare of the happineſs we 
have all enjoyed this morning?“ 

« No, Madam, (with a ſweet bluſh) I 
© muſt have been dead to every delicate 
10 « ſenſibility if J had.” * Why chen all 
is as it ſhould be.“ They then retired 
« to their apartments. 

All was tidw' cheetfulneſs at GlenRoa: 
A few more days brought the gentlemen 
from the Priory, where all their affairs 
were ſettled to their ſatisfaction, and a 
couple of truſty ſervants left in the houſe 
to keep it air d and ready for their re- 
ception whenever they choſe to ſpend a 
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few days there: For, as Mr. Goodwin 
had engaged to ſerve the cure for half 
a year, no change in his circumſtances 
could induce him entirely to leave 


Glenfield, till the 9 of chat 
time. 


Mr. and Mrs. Hamilton retired to the 


Grange, whither the Captain accompa- 
nied them; but as he had left his heart at 


Glenfield, it may be ſuppoſed his viſits 
there were pretty frequent, till the time 


arrived when he was to ſet out for Portſ- 


mouth; from whence he had no doubt 
but he ſhould ſoon be able to return, 
and ſpend the winter with thoſe friends 
and relations to whom he was ſo tenderly 


attached. 


CHAP. 
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CM Ar 


AN UNEXPECTED MEETING 


HE time was now arrived when 
Mrs. Egerton and her party were 
to ſet out for the Metropolis. They ar- 
rived there in due time and order. It 
was agreed that Mr. Egerton ſhould 
ſpend a month with them, and then re- 
turn to Oxford. He did not wiſh to 
ſtay longer, as he had already made two 
or three excurſions there from Oxford, 
and nothing was new to him but the 
ceremony of attending his mother and 
ſiſters. 2 99 
1 9 It 
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plays, balls, and routs that they at- 


hMaſten on with a degree of perturbation, 
and Mrs. Egerton looking at Mrs. 
Porreſter, ſaw her countenance change, 


hs 


It would be endleſs to enumerate the 


tended; or to defcribe their parties to 
Vauxhall, Ranelagh, and other places of 
public reſort. - Suffice it to fay, the 
ladies were admired as novelties, and be- 
haved in ſuch a prudent and ſenfible 
manner, as to give no encouragement 
to the fops and fools that thronged about 
them ; but looked forward with plea- 
ſure to the time that would bring them 
back to the ſerene delights of rural my. 
pinels. 


| As they were walking one morning in 
the Mall, a pale, emaciated gentleman, 
leaning on a fervant's arm, croſſed the 
walk.—Mrs. Forreſter juſt caught his 
eye as he paſſed them. He ſeemed to 


and. 


Lours'a tor RES TER. 55 


and that ſhe eagerly followed” the invalid 

with her eyes.—** Do you know that 
« gentleman that looks ſo ill, my dear 
„Madam? (faid * you look much 
" affected. 2; 


O Madam! ( exclaimed ſhe, with 
« great agitation,) it is my eldeſt bro- 
« ther. I have not ſeen him for more 
ce than twenty years, nor heard any thing 
&« of him. We never had any particular 
« quarrel; — but as you have heard me 
« fay,—my brothers all behaved in ſuch 
ic an unkind and chilling manner, at a 
« certain melancholy criſis, as entirely to 
* preclude all further intercourſe. But 
«© time, and a greater knowledge of the 
© world, have fubdued my fpirit; as 
perhaps, thoſe advantages, added to a 
© bad ſtate of health, may have done 
* my brother's. I think I would give 
cc "the. univerſe to ſpeak to him.” 
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You are quite right, my amiable 
5 friend, (faid Mrs. Egerton,) and ſee, 
e as if your guardian angel directed his 
6s ſteps, he is going to . Take your 
4 jovely daughter, and follow him. He 
« certainly ſaw and recollected you; for 
J obſerved a kind of faint blufh ſpread 
% over his cheeks, and he ſeemed con- 
« fuſed. Perhaps he may be as glad of 
« this reneounter as you are; but has 
not enough ſubdued his ſpirit, to make 
« the firſt advances.— See, he is ſeated, 
Hind « goand ſooth him with the tenderneſs 
of a long dormant affection; and we 
WW „ will walk on and wait your return.“ 


ASC 7 20%, e 
e * > 


1 r 
C ju * 
* 


. = = 
= 06 oe — * — — - 
3 & 5 TV, 8 —__ FRE 
\ * - 


Wb: TS 
W 
N We 


— — 
"I. — — = 
— ont £7 =" 


SES 


* — is I 
— — o 
5 E 


—— 
4 Nn 


— 
- m7 pd 
= — = % 
a4 * 5 8 2 
5 b 
- * - PRA 22 
* a 
*** — - 
—— On 


Been, » 2.7 
che, + | mY 
8 


Mrs. Forreſter inſtantly took Louiſa's 
arm, ſaying, come my dear, go with 
* me to yonder gentleman, —he is your 
e uncle; — I'll tell you more as We 


As 
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As he ſaw them approach he looked 
attentively at them, — took out his hand- 
| kerchief, and ſeemed to dry his eyes. 
This was obſerved by Mrs. F orreſter, 
who thought it a good omen. She was 
equally affected; but endeavoured to 
ſummon up all the ſpirit and compoſure 
ſhe was miſtreſs of. As ſhe drew near 
him, he fpoke to his ſervant, who was 
ſtanding behind the ſeat, and he with- 
drew. 
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She advanced, and with the tear of 125 
tenderneſs gliſtening in her eye, took 
his hand. Pardon my intruſion, Sir; 

« tho' fo long eſtranged by the dif- 
« ferent paths of life we have purſued, 
* the features of a long abſent brother 
e ſtruck forcibly on my heart as you 
© paſſed me. I knew not for a moment 
* whether to follow you or not; but 
* ſceing you fit down, and being affected 
Ws « by 
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% do you do, Sir *—have you been long 


but did not offer to ſpeak till he ſaw ſhe 


ſwer. He then preſſed her hand, and 
- with a voice that indicated great- inward 


„ pellation,) ſay nothing of' offence 


_« rienced ſuch a pleaſing effect from an 
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«6 ſpeak ite, ungenerouſly treated by us 
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& by the alteration in your countenance, 
£ which I feared indicated a bad ſtate 
of health, —I could not refiſt the 
<« ſtrong impulſe of affection.— I hope 
& my brother is not offended '—How 


46 11] >” 

4 He looked at her with great-emotion, 
had ſtopped and was waiting for an an- 
& weakneſs, he replied, © No Amelia, 
(for J cannot now addreſs my almoſt 
« forgotton ſiſter by a more formal ap- 


« or intruſion;— I never before expe- 


unexpected meeting with any long 
« abſent friend. You were, I bluſh to 


«all. 


all. I approved your ſpirit and beha- 
« yiour at the time, but you had too 
much dignity of ſoul to make any ap- 

cc plication to us, — and I had too much 
pride to make any conceſſion to yous 3 
and ſo, my dear fiſter, let us draw a 
« yeil over all that is paſt, and tell me 

«ro what happy incident I may at- 

« tribute this unlooked for meeting? 
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She gave him a ſhort detail of her 
fituation with Mrs. Egerton, — intro- 
duced Louiſa to him, and afked if he 
would permit them to pay their ref. 
pects to him that afternoon, or the 
next morning, as their pore were no 
um for em. * 


e You are ſtill before-hand with al: 


my dear'fiſter, —I was going to make 
that requeſt to you. My ſpirits are 
$6" 109% . by this interview; that 1 
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* muſt go home and ſeek repoſe. At 
40 eleven to-morrow morning I ſhall be 
ec glad to ſee you and- my niece in the 
& New Buildings, three doors from 
« where my father lived :—and then, 
« I hope, I ſhall be able to ſee you 
te without the agitation of mind I now _ 
ce feel.” —She took an affectionate leave 
and returned to her company, who were 
much pleaſed to find her fiſterly affec- 
tion had not been rejected. 


The next morning ne and Louiſa 


| attended at the appointed hour. They 


found Mr. Hargrave reclined on a ſopha, 


pale and wan. He attempted to rife as 


they entered, but ſeemed ſo weak, that 
Mrs. Forreſter haſted to take his hand 
and reſeat him. We muſt have no 
ceremony, my dear brother. If our 

« preſence diſcompoſes you, we will. 
withdraw awhile.” No, fiſter, you 

PE Ik, | were 
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«© were never more welcome, never 
« more dear to me. I have had a let- 


« ter from our unworthy Dick, —he and 


6 Bob have both behaved like brutes 


« to me;—but it is no more than [ 
* deſerve, for joining with them to de- 


« fraud you of a part of your right, 


* when we ought to have united in 


« protecting and aſſiſting you. I now 


= confeſs the truth, my dear Amelia; 
* and hope you will forgive me: - But. 


«© confeſſing my fault is not all. I wilk 


= do all in my power to atone for it.” 


oh Say no more of that, brother, 3 
* am quite happy in being reſtored to 
© your favour;—indeed, I never did 
any thing to forfeit it, but what I 
* thought myſelf obliged to do, in my 
on defence. But in what manner 
have our brothers behaved ſo ill to 
*you?—T thought they had always 

ce ſhewn. 
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6 ſhewn' you a kind of deference and 
& reſpect as their elder brother; and as 
© being in a more likely way to accu- 
<< mulate a fortune than either of them.” 


e Yes, that thought, and the hopes of 
tc ſharing what I might chance to accu- 
ce mulate, was the cauſe of all the civi- 
«lity 1 received from them; — but when, 
<« ſome years ago, I was almoſt upon the 
«eve of marriage with a very worthy 


s Cwoman, they lay'd ſuch black ſchemes 
'Cc to prevent it, AS would aſtoniſſi you, 


« were I to relate them. But I am too 
« weak to enter upon ſo long and diſa- 

ce greeable a narrative with exaCtneſs 
c and preciſion ;—ſuffice it, that their 
« infernal plots were fucceſsful. She 
« had ſuch indubitable proofs of my 
60 baſeneſs, as muſt have convinced any 
« one. She wrote me a letter of accu- 


44 2 251 and expoſtulated with me in 
« the 
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te the'moſt generous 
& ner, on my unjuſt and 1lliberal treat- 
cc ment of 7zvo women, on whom I could 


« fix no crime, unleſs it was loving me 


&© too well. She took a final leave of me, 


« and ſaid, ſhe ſhould put it effectually 


« out of my power to add any future 
« deceptions in regard to herſelf, to thoſe 
iT had already but too * 
8 Practiced. 4 


found, by her letter that ſhe had 
been made to believe, that I had a 
c wife of a moſt amiable and irreproach- 
© able character, and two children, in 
Ireland. She acknowledged her af- 
t fection for me was ſo great, that ſhe 
« qdurſt not permit me to juſtify myſelf; 


leaſt her ſuſceptibility ſhould take my | 
be part againſt her reaſon, which was 
« fully convinced of my duplicity. She 
* entreated me in the moſt * pathetic | 


ho terms. 


„ tho' fpirited man- | | 
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cc terms to return to my duty, and make 
cc it the buſineſs of my life to atone for 
e my paſt miſconduct; by making the 
ee wife and children, I had ſo baſely 
* wronged, happy to the utmoſt extent 


« of my power.” 


« Judge, my amiable ſiſter, how ſuch 
ce 4 letter muſt wound the heart of a 
5 lover. I had no cauſe to ſuſpect the 


e leaſt impediment to my wiſhes. The 


lady was an orphan, her fortune was 
* handſome, her diſpoſition open and 
e generous, and ſhe had conſented to be 
© mine. I was obliged to be out of 
ec town for about three weeks upon bu- 
ee ſineſs, and this diabolical ſcheme had 
© been plann'd and executed during my 
& abſence. On my return, when I fled 
& on the wings of love to her lodgings, 
4 was told ſhe had gone out of Town 
* three days before, and had leſt no let- 
T1 ter, 


C 


60 
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1 ter, nor mentioned when ſhe ſhould 


return.“ 


] viſited all her moſt intimate ac- 


« quaintance to no purpoſe; - they 


*« ſeemed as much ſurprized as myſelf, 
«and I paſſed three days in the moſt 


« painful ſuſpenſe. On the fourth, 1 


« received the letter I mentioned; it was 
&« dated from Dover, and ſhe told me in 
«a poſtſcript, that ſhe ſhould have 
© reached the Continent ere I ſhould re- 
© ceive that letter:=and as ſhe had 
ee changed her name, and acquainted. 
* no perſon with the rout ſhe intended 
| * to take, all my attempts to find her 

* out would be unavailable. I did not, 
however, omit any means of enquiry, 
* that my reſtleſs mind could ſuggeſt ; 

* but I never could gain the leaſt in-. 

* formation till about four years after, 

* when I heard ſhe was married to a 


cc gen- | 
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e gentleman of immenſe fortune, who 
« was ſettled: at Liſbon. 


„As 1 had now nothing further. to 
© hope, my mind became more calm, 
© tho? not more happy. I endeavoured 
to diſſipate my melancholy by a cloſe 
c application to buſineſs; but then 1 
* had no end to propofe by amaſſing a 
ce fortune, as my heart told me it could 
& never admit of a ſucceſſor to my once 
« dear Sophia. I fought relief from 
<& company and amuſement with little 
c hetter ſucceſs. In ſhort, I dragged on 
& 2 joyleſs kind of exiſtence, without 
4 being able to gueſs what dark aſſaſſin 
&* had given the blow, whack time could 
& never heal. ” 


About twelve months. after, I was 
e feized with a fever, which was at- 
7 tended with every unfavourable ſymp · 

: «© tom. 
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© tom. Theſe deteſted wretches, which 
] had hitherto thought my beſt friends, 
« were ſummoned to attend me. They 
| * came, they expreſſed the greateſt fra- 

e ternal affection. Every blandiſhment, 
« that hypocriſy could ſuggeſt, was 
'«« practiſed in my prefence; but when 
« they left my room, they could not 
agree about the diviſion of my fortune. 
«1 found, en my recovery, tit the 
« evening they arrived at my houſe, 
© after they had. quitted my apartment, 
Bob, who thought himſelf higheſt in 
© my favour, aſked my fervant whether 
e had made a will. The fellow told 
«him he did not think I had; but 
could not be certain. Dick reply d, 
there is no occaſion, you know, we are 
his heirs.— Ay, but then we do not 
© know that Mrs. Forreſter is dead; and 
«it would vex one, after all we have 
6 done, 
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- done, for her to come in for a full ſhare 
1 of the * 


"6 n heard no more at that time, 
© he withdrew, faying—he hoped . they 
* would not diſturb his maſter in his 
<« preſent ſituation, as he was not ca- 
e pable of attending to buſineſs till he 
« was better.— I was ſoon after ſeized 
«with a delirium, and was at length 
tc pronounced by my doctors to be juſt 
« departing this life, (and indeed, my 
dear ſiſter, I had then thought very 
little of another) when James, having 
© been ordered to take them a bottle of 
c wine into a back parlour, found them 
in a great commotion; and as ſoon as 
he had ſhut the door, hearing them 
« talk very loud, could not reſiſt his in- 
e clination to hear what they could be 

* difagreeing about, while the brother 
6s 0 pretended to. have ſuch an 1 


ion 
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« tion for, lay in ſuch a deplorable ſtate; 

« when, to his extreme amazement, he 

« heard Bob exclaim, — And ſo now 

« you intend, after all your promiſes, 

4 to fling me, do you Dick? and take 
« the land as elder brother, and put 

% me off with a ſhare of the perſonalty.” 


Well, reply'd Dick, and what more 
| © could you - expect?—]s not that the 
* deciſion of the law, as there is no will? 
hut is that conſiſtent with honour 
* or honeſty, you ſcoundrel? If it had 
not been for my invention and ma- 
nagement, there would not have been 
%a ſhilling for either of us. Who was 
it that contrived the whole affair, that 
* broke off his match with Miſs Bel- 
[© mont?—ay, and managed it too!—l. 
think that might be remembered; a 
good deal it coſt me out of my pocket 
to hire Miſs Blackwell to perſonate 
5 66 his 
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«his Iriſh wife; and to pay for cer- 
ec tificates and affidavits, - and now to 
9 be chouled —1 won't bear Fas. 


« Help yourſelf as you may, reply'd 
„ Dick, there's abundant cauſe for . 
« to: talk of honor and honeſty; and, 
te in the ſame breath, own yourſelf the 
£ agent of a tranſaction, that would 
4 have ſhamed the devil. No, no, bluſ- 
« ter as long as you will, you ſhall not 
« touch one farthing more than the law 
& will allow you :—and if you are not 
c content with that, I'll ſee if the law 
will not allow you an halter. I be- 
« lieve, if I was to ſay all I know, it 
„ would be thereabouts with you.“ 


c After this, James ſaid, they kept 
4c grumbling in a lower tone, and he 
&« could hear no more; and coming 
ue n ſee how I was; he found me in 


4 3 
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« a fine doze. The poor fellow ſent the 
e nurſe down, and ſaid he would ſit by 
« me. I continued to fleep comfortably 
5 for ſeveral hours, and awoke much 
« refreſhed. From that time every dan» 
« gerous ſymptom left me, and I was, 
| © in about a week able to fit up. My 
«© amendment made my honeft brothers 
« friends, They were profuſe in their 
4e congratulations and kind wiſhes, and 
left me in a way that cut off their hopes 
for the preſent 
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hy When James thou ght me | ſu ffici- 
t ently recovered to bear ſuch a ſhock, 
*as this account was likely to give me, 
* he told me all he had heard during 
my illneſs, with many inferences he 
had made from their behaviour at dif- 
ferent times; which all ſeemed to 
corroborate the truth of what he had. 
e „ 
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hes This man has lived with me al. 

- # moſt ever ſince my father's demiſe, 
* and had proved himſelf, not only a 
«* faithful, but an affectionate ſervant; 
* before my unhappy diſappointment 
© jn the affair of Miſs Belmont. He was 
ce the only confidant I made, While! 
e was endeavouring to find her, and 
te the only witneſs of my ſufferings, on 
te her account: as I was under a kind of | 
* neceſſity of truſting him to make en- 
ie quiry concerning her; and I did not 
4 chooſe to let the mortifying miſrepre- 
10 ſentation that had been made of my 
« fituation go any further than J could 
4 avoid. And to convince you, my 
0 dear Amelia, beyond a doubt, that i 
 « was love and fidelity to his injured 
„ Maſter, that made him difcoper the 
140 wachinations of theſe monſters, and 
4 not any view to his own intereſt, be 


5 * molk humbly and carneftly entreatel 
* C6 rus 


me to attempt to find you out, and 
" make * my heir. 


= « My ts was | diſturbed, my ſpirits 
cc were low, and my conſtitution ſeemed 


4 
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*« almoſt worn out. I knew you had 
« been ill treated. I figured to myſelf a 


woman of ſenſe and ſentiment, loading 


© me with reproaches, for a train of ca- 


© lamities, which I thought it probable 
«you might have ſuſtained ;—and I 


| * could not ſupport the idea. I did you 


however, all the juſtice I found myſelf 


capable of. I made a will in favour 


* of you, and whatever children you 
© might have, which I put into the 


hands of a gentleman of known ho- 


nour and probity ; with directions to 


* ule every method to find py out, as 
** ſdon as  [ ſhould be no more.” 
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«© You will ſuppoſe I made a. provi. 
<« ſion for this truſty fellow; and in caſe 
* you were dead and had left no chil- 
« dren, I made a further proviſion for 
< preventing any thing from falling into 
*« the hands of theſe vile men; and have 
© fince been endeavouring to prepare 
ce for that unchangeable ſtate that L know 
« ſhortly awaits me.“ 


Every thing that was grateful, affec- 
tionate, and tender, flow'd from the 
heart and lips of Mrs. Forreſter. She 
feared he had ſuffered too much fatigue 
and agitation, both of body and mind, 
during this recital, for his weak ſtate 
of health.—“ 1 acknowledge, my dear 
«© Amelia, (ſaid Mr. Hargrave, ) that 
your prefence has drawn me out, upon 
e a ſubject I wiſh to think of as little as 
ec poſſible; but I thought it neceflary you 
us ſhould know in what manner I have 

been 
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” been uſed, that you might be upon 
« your guard. I will now recline at my 
t eaſe, while you tell me, with equal 
« freedom, the particulars of your life, 
« ſince the time of our ſeparation.” 


Mrs. Forreſter gave a fuccin& detail of 
the viciſſitudes ſhe had experienced, from 
the death of her parents, to her meeting 
him in the Park the preceding day. 
When ſhe had concluded, „It gives me 
great pleaſure, my dear Amelia, (ſaid 
% Mr. Hargrave,) to find, treated as 
ce you were, that you have been the 
* happieſt of the family. You have met 
© with only one cauſe of affliction, and 
that in a way common to all, and 
« without any particularly painful cir- 
© cumſtances; and ſucceeded by ſuch 
e alleviations;, as might well reconcile 
« you to the cup of ſorrow, that has 
* fallen to your lot. You ſee me 

Ez b» brought 


76 Lovisa FORRESTER. 


brought to the brink of eternity by 
* the machinations of two baſe men, 
ce whom we are conſtrained to call bro- 
& thers. They are both as unhappy as I 
« am, but their conſtitutions are 
&« ſtronger. —Bob has a wife, that he 
«© dcats upon, but who, by her inſolence, 
<< pride, and caprice, renders him one 
of the moſt miſerable mortals breathing. 
wy Dick has a ſon, that he has humoured 
c nA indulged till he is neither able 
ce to pleaſe him, or to ſupply his extra- 
vagance; —and by what I hear, they 
© are both at times in a ſtate little ſhort 
& of inſanity.— And ſo, fiſter, you may 
& freely forgive us all;—for was your 
© temper ever fo vindictive, Heaven 
ec has amply avenged your wrongs.” 


“ Say no more, my dear brother, 
& every thing that is paſt ſhould be for- 
0 _; ; and 1 muſt inſiſt upon hear- 

| 4- ing 
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* ing no more of it. I am ſorry for 
© every. body that is unhappy; but 
„ thoſe who ſo well deſerve to be ſo, 
«© muſt e'en take the conſequences of 
« their folly, and bear them as they 
can. I believe it is time for us to de- 
« part. When ſhall we pay our reſpects, 
* or rather tender our affection to you 
again?“ 


« Why, ſiſter, it would perhaps be 
* no compliment to aſk you to ſtay 
« dinner with me,—for I muſt en- 
« deavour to get a little reſt, after the 
e waſte of ſpirits my long ſtory has oc- 
« caſioned. I will not deſire you to do 
© penance. with me to-morrow, —Sun- 
day ſhould not be a day of mortifi- 
cation. But if you will kindly con- 
4 trive to ſpend the whole day with me 
* on Monday, I'll endeavour to keep 
my 1 within bounds at firſt, that 
E 3 « they 
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they may hold out the longer. I have 

.* as yet made no acquaintance with my 
niece; we have been to day upon ſub- 
44 jects, in which ſhe could not bear a 
4 part; but I have marked her coun- 
4c tenance, and think 1 can read in her 
eyes, indications of a ſuſceptible heart, 
Is and an amiable diſpoſition.” 


Lowſa thanked Mr. Hargrave for 
the favourable opinion he was pleaſed 
to entertain of her, with fuch grace and 
Politeneſs, as confirmed him in the ſen- 
- timents he had already conceived in 
her favour, —and after taking an affec- 
tionate leave, they returned to Mrs. 

Egerton's ; where they were congratu- 
lated in the warmeſt terms of ſincere 

- friendſhip, on the happy incident that 
had rekindled the long ſmothered em- 
bers of fraternal love. 
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de- 


Mrs. 
Egerton 


it was 


* 


not think of leaving ker brother, as he 


ſeemed to decline very faſt. 


xXXVI. 


ly pleaſed with 


e part of 


The time fixed for 


Mrs. Forreſter could 


75 


A DISAPPOINTMENT. 
E 4 


* 


* 


each other, - and from that time ſcarce a 


day paſſed but ſor 
voted to him. 


M 


h 


CHAP. 
_ cording to their appointment, and 


ſpent the day with eaſe and compoſure 


HEY went to Mr. Hargrave's ac- 
of mind 


-- 


now approac 


LOUISA FORRESTER. 


* 


Egerton would gladly have waited a 
few weeks for her friend, but as it was 
poſſible he might linger for ſome months, 
the ladies agreed it was _neceſlary to 
ſeparate. 


Mrs. Forreſter con cluded to engage 

the apartments ſhe now occupied, and 
to adminiſter all the conſolation in her 
power to her repentant brother; and 
whenever his diſſolution ſhould ſet her 
at liberty, to return to the long-loved 
ſeats of retirement and friendſhip. She 
mentioned Mrs. Egerton's 8 ſpeedy de- 
parture, and her intention of remaining 
in town, to Mr. Hargrave. He thanked 
her for her attention to him, and ſaid, if 
ſhe was ſo kind to wait for the awful 
change that muſt ſoon, take place, he 
muſt inſiſt on her and his niece coming 
to reſide at his houſe, where there was 
room and conveniencies of every kind 
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for them :—but he had hitherto de- 

clined mentioning it, as he did not wiſh. 
to keep them from their more agreeable 

friends, nor put the leaſt reſtraint upon 

them: but if they wiſhed to do him a 

| favour, they muſt make it compleat, by 

reſiding wholly with him. This point 
ſettled, Mrs. Egerton and the young 

ladies ſet out on their return to Here- 
fordſhire, —and Mrs. Forreſter, with 

Louiſa, and their maid, removed to 
Mr. Hargrave's. 


In a few weeks he was ſo reduced as: 
to be confined to his bed. Mrs. For- 
reſter was indefatigable in her attention 
to him, nor was Louiſa deficient, in the 
© moſt tender aſſiduity to her, mother and 
uncle. Mr. Hargrave had never an- 
ſwered the letter he mentioned having 
received from one of his brothers, the 
arlt viſit Mrs. Forreſter, paid him. T he 

25 purport 
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- purport of it was to enquire after his 
health, which he had heard was in a pre- 
- carious ſtate; and at length, on re- 
ceiving no information, he thought it 
expedient to pay his brother a viſit once, 
to ſhew his affectionate reſpect, and to 
fee that his brother Bob, did not, by any 
fly arts or infinuations, get beforehand 
with him. 5 


He arrived at an unfortunate junc- 
ture, as Mr. Hargrave's ſpirits were 
extremely low, and Mrs. Forreſter and 
Miſs were fitting by his bed and admi- 
niſtering every conſolation to him, that 
tenderneſs could ſuggeſt, or religion 
could authorize, — when a footman, that 
had been newly taken into the family, 
( James being gone out upon buſineſs) 
entered the room abruptly, and ſaid, a 


gentleman was below, who defired to 


fee his Male, and ſaid, he was his bro- 
. 
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ther. Mr. Hargrave fetched a deep 
ſigh, and ſeemed violently agitared. 
Mrs. Forreſter haſtily ſaid, © ſhew the 
«« gentleman into the back parlour, and 


« tell him I'll attend him imm ately.” 
A ſoon as the ſervant was withdrawn, 
ſhe continued, do not diſturb youtſel, 
* my dear brother;—give me your 
« directions, and I will faithfully ex- 
c ecute them. Should you with to ſee . 
« this brother ? I know not which it is.” 
„See him! no, Amelia ;—which-ever 
« jt is, they have been equally cruel, 
*perfidious, and defigning. They have 
« blaſted all my hopes of happineſs in 
« this life; and, by this impertinent 
* and ſelfiſh intruſion, mean to unhinge 
* my mind, and render me unfit to 
„ partake of the tranquil and exalted 
e enjoyments, to whicts, 1 | hope, IF, 


1 "muy is haſting. 
" 1 


MW ISS464 HALKASIHSS. 


„Shall I tell him, you are too much 
5 indiſ poſed at preſent, and that when 
« you can converſe, with him, you will 
e let him know?” No, ſiſter, you 
40 ſhall not go down to him; he will 
"08 probably inſult you. Let my niece 


© yxite a card and ſend down to him, 


0 that my apartments are at preſent oc- 
cc cupied, and when I wilh to ſee him, 
% will let him know.” This order 
Miss F orreſter executed in ſuch a man- 
ner * Ys ee by 1 Bm vx. 


„ a w_ minutes they nad a loud 
185 vociferation on the ſtairs, and the diſap- 
pointed viſitor proteſting, with a volley 
of oaths, that he would fee. his brother. 


The unhappy invalid exclaimed, trem- 


h bling and agitated, with a wildneſs in 


his countenance, Oh, my ſiſter, ſave 
me from the deteſted ſight. of this 


« Eruel m man —1 would not expoſe . 
& to 


8 
L= 5 
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* to his brutal rudeneſs; but 1. cannot 
« bear his preſence. Ring for the ſer- 
66 vants, and order them to put him 
out of the houſe.” Louiſa rung the 
bell with violence, and Mrs. Forreſter 
haſtily left the room. 


On the ſtairs ſhe met him, burſting: 
thro' the ſervants, who endeavoured to 
prevent his paſſage. On ſeeing her, he 
ſtopped for a moment, and, with a 
contemptuous ſmile, ſaid, —** O, Ma- 
dam, it is your will and pleafure, I 
6 find, that I ſhould. not ſhew my at- 
« « feftion to my brother; but your con-- 
* trivances are. as weak as your ſex? 3 
* arts are wont to be. I will ſee him in 
« ſpite of you and all the devils W 
are confederate with. Very well, 1 

„Sir, ſo you ſhall, when he pleaſes ta 
6 admit you; but, not before. I may, 
7 he as weak as the reſt of my ſex, but 


Sn « not. 
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* not ſo wicked, I hope, 4s your friend 


% and favourite, Mifs Blackwell.” 


This ſtroke of ſarcaſm ſtopped him 


again, till he had collected his deranged 
ideas; when, calling all the force of 
profane oratory to his aſſiſtance, he de- 
manded, with direful imprecations, what 
the meant? At that inftant the faithful 
James entered, —and, hearing a noiſe 
upon the ſtairs, Ik to know the cauſe. 


At the 6 ght of Mr. Richard Har- 
grave, his eyes flaſhed with indignation ; 
and hearing the unjuſt and unmanly 


abufe with which he treated Mrs. For- 


teſter, he ſeized him by the arms, and 


giving him a ſtrong graſp, faid, ** Ma- 
dam, what is my Maſter's pleaſure, 
* and\your's reſpecting this gentleman?” 


Why, James, (ſaid ſhe,) if he would 
10 * have ſtaid below, and have deign'd 
103 « tg 
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to hear what I was empowered to ſay 
© to him, he ſhould have received no 
« diſgraceful treatment in this houſe ;—- 


« he ſhould have found the reſpect due 


% 


eto a brother, tho' he is unworthy of 


« that tender appellation, —But as he 
« inſiſts upon forcing his way to your 
« maſter, who has abſolutely refuſed to 
« ſee him, for reaſons as well known to- 
* you as to myſelf, you muſt een put 
© him out of the houſe, and take care 
* that he does not find means to come 


in again;—for my brother ſhall not be 


« diſturbed in his preſent ſituation.” 


She did not need to ſay more.—James: 


inſtantly forced him into the ſtreet, 
left him to his own meditations, which 
were none of the pleaſanteſt, and went 
do attend his maſter. 


— 


Mrs. 
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88 LovisA FORRESTER. 


Mrs. Forreſter had entered the room a 


few minutes before him. She found Mr. 
Fargrave's agitation, during the con- 


teſt on the ſtairs, had been fo violent, 


that it had thrown him into convulſions, 
which continued to increaſe till che next 


morning; when he expired in her arms, 


ſurrounded by his weeping dependants. 


She was now left in affluent circum- 


ſtances, but in ſuch a ſituation as de- 
manded all her prudence and preſence 
of mind, to manage with propriety. 
She feared the brutal violence of her 
brother Richard, would burſt beyond 


all bounds, as ſoon as he was appriſed 
of his diſappointment. She therefore 


thought it neceſſary to keep the demiſe 
of her brother from being known till 
the. day of the funeral; — when, ſhe re- 


queſted the attendance of Mr. Waldron, 
who had Mr. Hargrave s will in his 


poſ- 
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poſſeſſion, and two other gentlemen; 
who, ſhe knew, ſtood high in his favour, 
and to whom he had left teſtimonies of 


his friend p. 


She uſed theſe precautions to keep 


Mr. Richard Hargrave within the limits 
of decency and decorum; for ſhe found 
he ſtaid in town waiting the event, on 

which he had placed ſuch ſanguine ex- 
pectations.— She ſent him a card that 
morning, deſiring he would attend at an 


hour ſhe named, to be preſent at the 


opening of her brother's will. 


1 


He came rather earlier than the time 
appointed; but found the other gen- 


tlemen ready to receive him. A ſullen 
diſcontented gloom was viſible in his 
features; but nothing of that affectionate 
concern, which might have been ex- 


pected 2 in one ſo nearly related to the 
| deceaſed. 
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«deceaſed. He took two or three haſty 
turns acroſs the room, and aſked where 
was Mrs. Forreſter. 


| He was deſired to fit down, and take 
aà glaſs of wine;—he replied with in- 
-folent contempt, he did not want invi- 
tation to do what he plealed in the houſe 
Which he now looked upon as his own, 
But Where was this Mrs. 'Forreſter? he 
had no buſineſs with any body elſe, and 
Ty" little goings her. 


e That, Si; (d Mr. Waldron) 
« muſt be determined by Mr. Har: 
«-orave's will, which I have had in ny 
c poſſeſſion about ten months; but I WM © 
* ſolemnly declare, that T know not the 
e contents of it. He ſent for me one 
ic day, ſoon after his recovery from 2 MW M 
4 dangerous illneſs, and in the preſence eve 
ef his ſervant, and three reputable che 
66 gen- 
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e gentlemen, he told me he had a fa- 


« your to requeſt. —I defired him to 
name it. He gave me a fealed paper, 
cc and ſaid, 4 this, Sir, 18 my will; 1 


„have made it myſelf; —theſe friends 
ce have ſeen me execute it, and have 
« properly witneffed it. My requeſt is, 
that you will keep it till it becomes 
« of force; and then, if I have any re- 


* lations in my houſe at the time, you 


will be kind enough to let them hear 
ce it; if not, to follow the directions 1 
« have given in the paper incloſed with 
it.“ This requeſt, Sir, I promiſed to 
* perform, and in conſequence of this 
engagement to my worthy departgd 
friend, I am now here.” 


While Mr. Waldron was ſpeaking, 
Mr. Hargraye's countenance diſcovered 
every mark of diſappointment and 
| chagrin. © The hint Mrs, Forrefter had 
Ee given 
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given him of Miſs Blackwell, and the 


time he found the will to have been 
made, left him no room to doubt, that 


by ſome means, (tho' he could not gueſs 


how,) the infernal plot, that he and his 


infamous coadjutor had promiſed them. 


_ felves would yield them ſuch a golden 


| harveſt, had been found out by his 


* 


4 abuſ ed brother... 


the walked about with increaſed agi 


| tation; at length he rung the bell with 
p fury. 
Mrs. Forreſter ?—am I to wait he 
17 pleaſure all day ?—tell her I am in 
. cc haſte.” 


A ſervant came. — Where's 


—The meſſage was taken t 


her, and me, with Louiſa, immediate 


. ; Mr. Richard Hargrave ſtalked up 0 
her, with a ſullen auſterity in his cour 


tenance, which he meant for dignity 
B « You 


entered the room. 


« You take upon you, Madam, much 
| « more than becomes you, to make me 
« wait in this manner: and, pray, what 
« buſineſs has this young piece of frip- 
« pery here?“ “ As much as 1 have, 
« Sir, and, perhaps, as much as your- 


« have a war with words. The occa- 
«fon is awful, and demands our ſe- 
© rious attention. My deceaſed bro- 


ee tentions between us mult be decided. 
« Mr. Waldron will you pleaſe to open 


| © dam. —Sir, do you chooſe to have 


«any other perſon preſent ?”—No, he 
ſaid, it did not fignify,—they had it 


all their own way :—he ſuppoſed there 


while his brother was ill. ? . 
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— 
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« ſelf. — But we are not met now to 
« ther's will is to determine the matter. 


To that J appeal, and by that all con- 


| *and read it?“ « Moſt willingly, Ma- 


had been black work goin g forward a 
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94 LOUISA. FORRESTE Re 


Mrs. Forreſter replied with aſperity; 


J will not ſay, Sir, that you judge of 


* others by yourſelf; . for 1t were too 
« great a condeſcenſion to hold converſe 
c with one ſo ſuperlatively baſe.— Pro- 
« ceed, if you pleaſe, Sir, to Mr. 
Waldron. . 


He broke the ſeals, and read, firſt the 
paper incloſed, which directed, that 


every proper method ſhould be uſed to 


find out Mrs. Forreſter, or her children, 
if ſhe ſhould be no more. —He then pro- 
ceeded toread the will, which bequeathed 


his whole fortune to her and her heirs, 


after paying certain legacies to his ſer- 
vants, and teſtimonies of affectionate 
reſpect to ſeveral friends. 


The difappointed brother bit his lips, 
and traverſed the room with long ſtrides, 
as he read, — but when he came to the 

Con- 


nit 


the 


int 
cire 


anc 
lica 
fror 
to | 
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concluſion, where the deceaſed gave his 


reaſons for excluding his brothers from. - 


participating any ſhare of his property, 
the mortified wretch could hold out no 
longer; but ſtamping with rage, exe- 
crated himſelf and the whole company 
in the moſt horrid terms, and diſ- 


charging an impetuous volley of oaths, 
flung! out of the houſe. | 


His golden dreams were entirely 


vaniſhed, and there was no ſhadow of 


hope remaining, even if his ſiſter and 
niece had not ſtood in his way; —he 
therefore made the beſt haſte he could 


into the country, told the unfortunate 


circumſtances to his brother in iniquity, 
and they united in curſing theis diabo- 
lical projects, which had cut them off 


from the fortune they were endeavouring 5 


to ſecure. 
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| FFV 
1 f 
i 
: AN AFFECTING INCIDENT, 
] 7 

X ARS. Forreſter had no further dif- - 


IVI ficulties to ſurmount. Mr. Wal- t] 
dron, in the molt friendly manner, aſſiſted * 
ber in ſettling the affairs of her deceaſed b 
brother, dif] poſing of his effects, and rc 
paying off the legacies they ſtood fi 
charged with; when ſhe found herſelf < 
left in poſſeſſion of twenty thouſand 1 
pounds in the funds, which was to de- kt 
volve to her daughter at her deceaſe. ; 
5 gf | But 


% 


„ 


4 1 6 
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But, alas! little was ſhe benefited by 


the acquiſition. Her ſenſibility had 


received ſuch a ſhock, from attending 


one brother in his laſt moments, and 


the illiberal treatment of the other, that 


when the high pitch, to which her feel- 
ings had been raifed, ſubſided, a nervous 
complaint ſeized her frame, which 
ſometimes almoſt deprived her of her 
reaſoning faculties. She haſted, with her 
Louiſa, to the calm ſhades of retirement, 
and hoped to receive conſolation from 
the ſympathetic tenderneſs of her dear 


and long loved friend, Mrs. Egerton; 
but che fatal malady had taken too deep 


root in her conſtitution, and in about 


fix weeks after her return to the Abbey, 


ſhe fell into a decline, which ſoon re- 


leaſed her gentle ſpirit, to ſeek its 


kindred ſouls in' the habitations of the 
„ Ee, Cas 
| Vol. II. I 5 
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Louifa's grief at this ſolemn period, 


was ſincere and poignant; nor were the 
© ſenſations of Mrs. Egerton and her 
amiable daughters lefs intenſe. Their 


minds were animated by the moſt tender 
friend ſhipzs : and fo long and intimate 
had been their connexion, that : Mrs. 
Forreſter was eſteemed as a ſiſter by 
Mrs. Egerton, and as a ſecond parent 


by the young ladies. 


| Conipatton' for Louiſa, however, 


made them conceal their own feelings, 


that they might not keep her's from 


fubfiding, and a few months reſtored 
ber to her accuſtomed vivacity; to which 


perhaps „the more than genteel for- 
tune, ſo lately devolved to her, might 
in no ſmall degree contribute. 


In theſe days of affliction, Louiſa re- | 
ceived many kind letters of condolence 
2 from 
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from Mr. and Mrs. Hamilton, fraught 5 
with every pious, every affectionate ſen- | 
pls that mi . induce her to a fm | 


— — £ - 


will; and every ae and encouraging 


incitement to look upon them as her 


ſecondary parents, —and 3 to let the 


Grange be her future reſidence; from 
whence ſhe might viſit her amiable 
friends, at Egerton-Park, or elſewhere, 


whenever ſhe pleaſed: —and making a 


polite and earneſt requeſt to Mrs. Eger- 
ton, that one of the young ladies might 


accompany their beloved niece thither, 
as both Mr. and Mrs. Hamilton would 
think themſelves particularly favoured, 
by an opportunity of ſhewing their reſ- 
pets and gratitude, to the friends of their 


dear deceaſed fitter, and their no leſs 


dear niece. 


* 
. « (2 
a * + o 
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Mrs. Egh by. conſidered the invita- 
tion, and the truly parental motives 
urged for e eee with her ac- 
cuſtomed prudence and impartial friend- 
ſhip. Mr. and Mrs. Hamilton were the 
only relations from whom Miſs For- 
reſter had any hopes of countenance or 
protection; and her being left young 
and inexperienced, with an ample for- 
tune, made ſuch friends the more ne- 
ceſſary. Had ſhe been left in narrow 
circumſtances, Mrs. Egerton's bene- 
volent heart would never have given 
her up, even to her neareſt relations, 
till ſhe had made her genteely inde- 
"pendent; but as Miſs Forreſter was ſo 
handſomely provided for, ſhe adviſed 
her to accept of the Colonel's and Mrs. 


Hamilton's invitation, to make the 
Grange her home, and to favour her 
and her daughters with as much of her 
corpeny as s ſhe could afford them; and 

8 8 


LOUISA "FOR RES TE R. 101 


propoſed that her Julia ſhould. accom- 
pany her thither, as ſhe wiſhed to cul- 


tivate an acquaintance wich ſo worthy 5 


a family. 


Th Louiſa was charmed to find Mrs. 


Egerton's opinion ſo perfectly coincide 


with her own. She was delighted with 


the thought of Miſs Egerton's accom- 
panying her to the Grange. She wrote 
to her aunt, and fixed . the time and 
place where ſhe wiſhed to be. m&and 
Mrs. Egerton and Matilda a companied 
her and Julia thither. The Colonel met 
them according to the appointment, and 
conducted them ſafe to the Grange; where 
they were received with every mark of 


tender cordiality by Mrs. Hamilton. 


The afflictive ſcenes Louiſa had 
lately experienced, when once diſcuſſed, 
and bedewed with the tears of tender 

„ ſen- 
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ſenſibility; were, for the «ſe of all parties, 


8 ſeldom mentioned; and when they did 


odcafionally occur, the recollection was 
not attended with the poignancy of 
grief, but ſoftened into a tender retro- 
ſpeftion, which afforded a ſoothing 
mixture of ſ⸗ atisfaCtion and regret. 


They accompanied Mes. Namikon 
in her benevolent excurſions, —'T hey 
viſited and received company, Louiſa, 
accom panied_ by Miſs Egerton, retraced 
the walks ſhe had fo often ranged with 
the amiable Miſs Goodwin, and marked, 
with a degree of enthuſiaſm, the im- 
provements in the walks and pleaſure 
ground ſince her laſt viſit at the Grange; 
and anticipated the ſtill growing beau- 
f ties, with * _ 

She Wund, upon enquiry, that "4 


rain Rainsford's ſhip was _ up, that 
he 
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he wad married Miſs Goodwin: and was 
fettled in a genteel villa, about the mid- 
way between the Grange and the Priory, 
at both. which places they were frequent 
viſitors; and emulating the virtues of 
their worthy relatives, they were ſu- 

premely happy in each other, —a bleſſing 
to che poor, —and an example to the 
rich, thro' the whole circle of their ac- 
quaintance.— Louiſa was happy in re- 
newing her intimacy with the Captain 
and his loved conſort; and Miſs Egerton 
found in them all the ſweet, inex- 
preſſible congenialities that unite kin- 
dred minds in the | indiflohuble bands of: | 
ami, 
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C 20 AP. X XVIII. 
"NEW CHARACTERS INTRODUCED, 


OUISA and her friend had not 
— been above a fortnight at Hamilton- 
Grange, when the family received an 


invitation to dine and ſ pend the 708 
with nk Dowager Belmour. 


This lady has been mentioned before, 


as a viſiting neighbour of Mrs. Ha- 


milton's. She reſided at her late Lord's 


family ſeat, about four miles from the 
* with her daughter, a young 


lad y 
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lady of nineteen, ſprightly, elegant, and 


accompliſhed. Her ſon, now Lord 


Belmour, was juſt returned from his 

travels; and a ſelect company of friends 
were invited to welcome him to the hoſ- 

pitable manſion of his forefathers. 


This young nobleman was juſt turned 


of three and twenty; his ſtature roſe ra- 
ther above the middle ſize, — elegant 
and graceful beyond deſcription; — his 
eyes were full, ſparkling, and expreſſive 
of every delicate and manly ſentiment 


that could expand the human heart,. 
their colour a dark hazel; — his noſe 


rather inclining to aquiline; his teeth 
white and even, —his face a fine oval,. 
his complexion. a lively brown, with the 
freſheſt bloom of health and temperance 
glowing on his cheek, —and his fine 


dark hair flowed luxuriantly over his | A 


ſhoulders in all the untutored . cleganse 
8 F of 


* 


2 
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of fimplicity. He was indebted to pro- 


. vidence for a fine underſtanding, which 
he had cultivated with unceaſing aſſidu- 


ity ;—and the rectitude of his heart threw 
ſach an air of vivacity and unaffected 


cheerfulniefs over his countenance, as- 


made him appear irreſiſtibly charming. 
Thus accompliſhed, it was no wonder if 


he was almoſt idolized by his mother 
and fi fter, and admired by all who ſaw 
and converſed with him. | 


Mr. and Nlrs. Hamilton were de- 
lighted with the acquiſition of ſo agree- 
able a neighbour; and highly pleaſed, 


| when the ball began, (which was to con- 


clude the evening, ) to ſee Lord Bel- 
mour lead out Miſs Forreſter as his 
partner for che night. Perhaps, there 
was a two-fold reaſon for his Lordſhip's 


choice. He had heard his mother and 
alter peak. ſo kighly in favour of Mr. 
| and 


2 ed oa wwe 
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and Mrs. Hamilton, chat he wiſhed to 
ſhew them all poffible- reſpect ; and the 
elegance and vivacity of Louiſa's de- 
portment, joined to a moſt prepoſſeſſing 
figure, induced him to thank he could 
not make a better election. 


All was harmony and n! 8 dur- ; 
ing the evening; but when the com- 

pany ſeparated, new ſenſations baniſhed 
ſleep from many a brilliant eye. Louiſa 
was ſo flattered by his lordſhip's atten» 
tions, that it is not to be ſuppoſed ſhe. 
wiſhed to bury her * reflections | 


in oblivion. e 


Far different were the emotions of 
poor Miſs Egerton. This was the firſt 
time her eye had met with an object 
chat could call forth the delicate ſenſi · 
bilities of her heart. She had received 
many pleaſing inſtances of his politeneſs, 

„5 but 
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but her mind was too timid and unaſ- 


ſuming to impute them to any thing 


| but his native manner; and ſhe had too 
? high an opinion of Louiſa's attractions, to 

: think it poſſible for a perſon of his Lord- 
ſhip's taſte, to behold any other woman 
with preference, whey ſhe was preſent, 
Louiſa's W fel none of et pain- 

; ful tendernefles;—It was only occupied 


by the flutter of vanity, and the hopes 


the envy of all her acquaintance, and 
place the enchanting proſpect of a 
coronet within her reach. — 


= 6 = I + * 
neg 2 >=», 1% 099 ag n Ca 
. 


" 
2 


- n 
4 - o ; = 
, A h SIRE. ak © 


The next day Lord Belmour and 
his fiſter took an airing to the Grange, 
to inquire after the health of the family. 
When they were announced, Miſs For- 
reſter was at her harpſichord, and Miſs 
hon n her on the 

EY | | guitar; 


of a conqueſt, that would render her 


guitar 32 an the Colonel and Mrs. 
Hamilton liſtening, with their uſual 


{miles of benignity, and heart. felt ſa- 


edfachrone” 


As ſoon as the compliments of the 


morning were paſt, Lady Almeria in- 


ſiſted on the concert not being broke 
off in the middle. Her brother joined 


-his entreaties, and the ladies reſumed 


their inftruments. Miſs Forreſter was . 
all ecſtaſy, ſhe excelled her uſual ex- 


cellence; while Miſs Egerton's fingers 
vibrated to the ſoft confuſion that trem- 
bled in her mild eyes. 


The muſic was ſucceeded by a lively 
converſation, which Louiſa ſupported 
with her accuſtomed gaiety, while Miſs 
Egerton was nearly filent; till Lord 
Belmour drew her into converſation 5 


by inquiries after her brother, whom, 


he 
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| he ſaid, he had concerved a. ſincere 
fiendſhip for at College; but their cor. 
reſpondence had of late been interrupted 
by his frequent change of reſidence, —and 
not always conſidering the rout he in- 
tended to take, time enough to let his 
friends in England know TRE: a . 
would anne, | 

[3 | vs Aletieria faig ſhewasextremely gra- 
tiſied to find ſhe had not been the only 
ſufferer by his inattention, yet, my dear 
Lord, (added ſhe,) if Mr. Egerton is 
half as engaging as his- amiable ſiſter, 
could not be very angry wich you 
<« for remembering him, tho' you hap- 
«©, pened -tO forget me. —Miſs Egerton 
bluſhed and bowed. — Miſs [Forreſter 
drew up her Megan: Played: her fan. 


+ i «6.1 thank my ſiſter fon het Saber 


4 indulgence, (replied his Lordfhip,) 
66 1 


LOUISA - FORRESTER, INT 


« ] can draw no compariſon between as 
« centleman and a lady, —but I can 
« yenture to ſay, my friend Charles is 
« worthy of fuch a ſiſter; and ( bowing- 
« politely to Miſs Egerton, ) to ſay more 
« of my friend would be ſuperfluons.” 
« Verily would it, ( rejoined Lady Al- 
© meria, ) I would not ſee this brother 
| © of your's for the univerſe, Miſs Eger- 
« ton, I have ſo long prided myſelf in 
« the invincibility of my heart, that 1 
*« thould die with ſhame at the meer 
idea of beholding one of your he crea- 
© tures, with any ſentiments ſhort of 
« indifference or contempt.” “ Well. 
« ſaid, my volatile fiſter, (replied Lord 
“ Belmour,) keep up this ſpirit as long 
as you can. The hour may come, that 
you muſt make atonement for all your 
« infidelities - 11413 


We 4 
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«© Well, my good prophetic brother, 
III ſtay till I have your example at 
„ leaſt, before I become a votary to the 
ce blind deity; and I cannot be aſhamed 
of following ſuch a guide. But, tell 
eme, my amiable Miſs Egerton, my 
* dear Miſs Forreſter, are there any of 
cc cheſe Lords of the creation, theſe 
66 monopolizers of wit, learning, and 
w_— merit, that deſerve to have our hearts, 
6% our liberties, and our wills offered up at 
ce the altars of their conſequence and ſelf- 
% importance? No, Madam, (ſaid 
6 Miſs Forreſter, with a ſmart crack of 
« her fan,) rather let the vain affumers 
c facrifice their fancied importance at 
c the ſhrine of female ſuperiority!” 
& True, Madam, ſo they undoubtedly 
& ought, (replied Lord Belmour,) but 
«what ſay you, Miſs Egerton? your 
« benign eye ſeems to promiſe a lels 
« rigid ſentence.” "TIL 

| 60 Really, 
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4 Really, my Lord, tis a ſubject I am 


© not able to decide upon. I may have 
made obſervations on both ſexes, too 
«often to the advantage of neither; but 


«if I may be permitted to refer to the 


« preſent party, I muſt ſtand neuter; as 
cannot poſſibly tell on which ſide to 
give the preference. May I ſpeak 


freely in your preſence, Sir?” bowing 


to the Colonel. Yes, my good young 
“Lady; for whatever degree of ſupe- 
riority you are pleaſed to give to my 
«* Auguſta, you confer a double honour 
* on me, for being capable of diſtin- 
ce guſhing ſuch exalted merit.” © Then, 
Sir, I believe, I muſt be neuter ſtill, 

* (rejoined Miſs Egerton ). I was going 
* to ſay, no lady could think ſhe de- 
© graded the dignity of her ſex, when 


„ ſhe gave up her name to a man of 
4 Colonel Hamilton's merit and good- 


8 ul as the thereby enfured her li- 
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ec berty inſteadiof loſing i it, and increaſed 


E. her power of doing In = of 
; Foe . 


175 Your inference. is very 58. my 


4 delicate young friend, (ſaid Mis. 
Hamilton,) theſe ſpirited ladies may 
„ rattle away as they pleaſe... I know 
«© by experience, and ſo, I hope, they 


-<© wil, one day or other, as you, Mis 


* 


4 Egerton, already do by obſervation, 


. tk that female happineſs cannot be com- 
«pleat, till guarded and improved by 


6 the ſteady and tender attention of x 


e man, whoſe ſenſibilities have been 
*r regulated by philoſophy, and whok 


intellects have been perfected and po- 


8 liſhed by ee 


Ht % Mighty exaktedt and: fine; my bo 


 noured. Madam, ( replied Miſs For 


108 reter, ) pardon. me, Sir, (to the Co 


6 lanel, ) 


6 | 
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| « [onel,) juſt as if our lively ima- 
* oinations, and nameleſs intuitive 
« ſomethings, could not endue our 
minds with as much propriety, as all 
« the boaſted learning and philoſophy 
« of theſe diſciplnarnfds? If ever I am 
| « tempted to give up my liberty, it ſhall 
© be to a man thar has had an education 
| © ſimilar to my own; who will not think 
6 himſelf too wiſe to be amuſed in the 
*« ame way Jam; and is rather diſei- 
© plined in the ſchool of politeneſs than 
e philoſophy; — that I may ſtand ſome 
* chance of having my own way; —for 
i am ſure, I ſhall never ſubmit to 
matrimonial diſcipline, wich ec oler- 
| © able grace.” 


„Well, my lively niece, ( faid the 
Colonel,) | while I have as high an 
* opinion of Your * ſenſe as of your 
b viva- 


Lady Almeria, during their return to 


morning, with fraternal freedom and 


two young ladies. Oh, my poor dear 
60 brother, (ſaid Lady Almeria) how 1 


3 60 e er Miſs F e . 
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cc vivacity, Th laugh at one, and give 
66 you credit for the: other. 


Chocolate ** PS in, and the 
company ſeparated, highly pleaſed with 
each other; but the converſation fill'd 
the minds of the individuals with very 
different ideas.—Lord Belmour and 


the Lodge, recapitulated the chat of the 


confidence; and entertained each other 
with lively and pertinent remarks on the 


4 tremble for your heart ! —If you have 
cc brought it ſafe and ſound from abroad, 
ce jt muſt certainly fall a victim to this 


* = A 
2 


1 46 Av why fo, alter? not the 
heart, chat has eſcaped touched, 
re from 
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cc from: the glowing beauties of France 
« and Italy, behold, with equal ſafety, 
ce the animated countenance of Mats 
60 Forteſter?” « True, Sir, but re- 
6 member, you muſt one day ſuffer for 
« all your infidelities. 


| « Well , my dear As but what 
do you think of Miſs Egerton?“ 
“Think, my Lord? why if ever there 
« was an angel upon earth, ſhe's the 
angel. Such mildneſs, ſuch pene- 
tration, ſuch gentleneſs of ſpirits, ſuch 
an humble opinion of her own me- 
« rits, ſuch. an exalted one of other 
people's; —O! if there is a black 
« ſwan to be found, it is certainly Miſs 
Egerton; but ſtill Miſs Forreſter's 
« vivacity muſt take the lead.” 


3 


„ ge it fo then, my fiſter ;—I will 
© never r condemn a lively temper, when 
cc my 
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% 


9 5 Almeria is preſent; — but yet, me- 
« thinks, I could perceive a wide dif. 
<< ference between your livelineſs and 
„ Miſs Forreſter's.” As how, Sir? 
% Take care not to rouſe the female 
« ſpirit of competition in my breaſt, 
e leaſt I overpower you with a torrent 
4 of eloquence, which you can no more 
* comprehend than ſtop.” > 
No danger of that, Almeria, if you : 
be will give me a fair hearing. Your vo- 
“ latility proceeds from good humour, 
*< lightneſs of heart, and a playfulne!s 
* of imagination, that induces you to 
tc think, what one whimſical mind ad- 
1 „ yances another may be pleaſed with, 
5 and fo it ought. —But in Miſs For 
| « reſter I could perceive. a difference. 
% There was an earneſtneſs in her man- 
1 ner, which convinced me ſhe has more 
- of | geo wn in her diſpo- 


cc ftion 
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c ſition, than of good-natured raillery, 
cc or ſterling wit. — But ſhe 1s an agreeable 
« girl upon the whole, and the family 
« at the Grange is a truly valuable one.” 
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& Tt is, indeed, my Lord, Miſs 
« Egerton is a rara avis, and all my va- 
« nities fink before her; and now for 
dinner and my mamma, for this 
oy: airing has given me @ moſt de- 
© lightful appetite. 
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CHAP. XXIX. 


A PRUDENT RESOLUTION, 


S ſoon as Lord Belmour and Lady 

Almeria took their leave, Mrs. 

- Hamilton retired to her dreſſing- room, 
whither the Colonel accompanied her. 


4 And what do you think of Louiſa's | 
« behavionr, this morning, my love?” 
ſaid he. Think of it, Mr. Hamilton? 
© why, I ſee now, what I long endea- 
ec youred not to ſee; that now ſhe has 
4 6 a handſome independence, | ſhe wil 
« faxe 
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ce raze the elegant ſuperſtructure her wor- 


e thy mother took ſuch unwearied pains to 


« raiſe, and become a meer modern fine 
« lady. With what concern did I be- 


« hold her fantaſtic airs, during the 


lively cgpverſation of this morning! 


and with what mortification did I 


„ ſee Lord Belmour's prepoſſeſſion ſink 


«intro indifference and contempt !— 
“Vet why ſhould I ſay ſo? for I ſhould 


« have been much more concerned to 


% have ſeen a worthy young man blind 


to his own intereſt and happineſs. 
Alas! poor Louiſa ! the acquiſition of 
thy uncle's fortune is the greateſt. 


© misfortune that could have befallen 


« thee! for now, I fear, thy native 


pride will take the reign, and counſel 
„will be worſe than loſt upon thee; as 
it will only raiſe a fpirit of indignant 
© contradicti ion.“ 


0 « You 


*» © = 
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« You have juſt my ſentiments and 
c my fears, ſaid the Colonel; but let us 
„ ſtill endeavour by gentleneſs, and ſeem- 
„ing blind to her errors, to retain her 
cc confidence; when that is gone, I 
© much fear, her prudence and peace 
40 will ſoon follow it.“ 


Whilſt ſuch remarks occupied the 
worthy Mr. and Mrs. Hamilton, Miſs 
Egerton and Miſs Forreſter were wholly 
engroſſed by their own thoughts. Miſs 
Forreſter thought ſhe had made a con- 
_ queſt of Lord Belmour, and determined 
to uſe her power to the very utmoſt ex- 

tent of deſpotiſm;—and Miſs Egerton, 
finding an uheaſy ſomething about 
her heart, and checked by her diffidence 
from hoping for a return, gave herſelf 
up to deſpair. 


She 
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She had accuſtomed herſelf to give 
Louiſa the preference, and the trem- 
blings of ſenſibility, now, more than 
ever, inclined her to think humbly of 
herſelf. © I will ſhorten my viſit, (ſaid 
« ſhe,) my only ſafety is in flight. I 
«© have heard much, 1 have read much 
« of love; and now I am convinced - 
© begin to feel its power. I ſhrink 
into myſelf, I call forth my reaſon, 
« —T call forth my pride.—What is 
Lord Belmour to me?—He is hand- 
ſome, —he is amiable. What then? — 
e ſo are an hundred gentlemen I have 
«ſeen and converſed with, — and yet 
they never gave my heart a pain.“ 


* Then it muſt be love — well, and 
* he loves my friend Louiſa; and 
© happy be their loves! I ſhould hate 
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«© ſhorten my viſit, and yet that will be 
a delicate affair to manage, whilſt I 
ec have every thing to admire in the 
“ family I am in, and every thing to 
& praiſe in their behaviour to me. But 
“ muſt contrive a recall to Egerton- 
« Park. Ohl —it ſhall be impatience 
© to meet my brother at his return from 
«© Oxford. —Alas! and muſt this heart 
“ deſcend to diſſimulation, to conceal 
its emotions, which I ought rather 
* to exult in, than bluſh at! - But fo 
þ cuſtom - and female delicacy ordain. 
i My dear mamma, my dear Matilda, 
4. never till now did this boſom en- 
© tertain a thought you were not par- 
& takers of; — but this painful ſecret 
c muſt be my own. — And why ?—my 
6 honoured mamma, my affectionate 
«ſiſter, you would, I know you would, 
& commiſerate and comfort your poor 


Ti i oppor —_ ſhall I not then avail my- 
« ſelf 
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« ſelf of your tenderneſs ? ] will, if 
my reſolution holds when I ſee you; 
« but I dare not truſt my pen. Pardon 
« then, ſpirit of purity and truth, if I 
« call in an innocent deception to my 
« affiſtance, ſince it is meant tor the be- 
« nefit of all parties.” e 
- 
Soon after Miſs Wen had come to 
this deciſion, ſhe received a letter from 
her ſiſter to require her return to the 
Park, and naming a day. She ſaw 
Lord Belmour and Lady Almeria two 
or three times ere the day arrived. 
All the interviews were lively and 
agreeable, and every time Miſs Egerton 
ſaw his Lordſhip, ſhe was more con- 
firmed in her opinion, that all hopes of 
retrieving her peace of mind was from 
abſence. Ml s 


* 
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Real was the regret of Mr. and Mrs. 

Hamilton, and their circle of friends, at 
the proſpect of Miſs Egerton's departure; 
but none, perhaps, experienced fo great 
a degree, as Mrs. Rainsford. There was 
ſuch an accordant fimilarity of gen- 
Ueneſs in their minds and manners, that 
at the firſt interview, they ſeemed to 
have conceived a friendſhip, that could 
end but with their exiſtence. From this 
heart - felt affection, Mrs. Rainsford in- 
ſiſted, that the Captain and herſelf would 
accompany Miſs Egerton to the Park, 
as ſhe was deſirous of being known to 
the reſt of the family. 


This offer was gladly accepted by 
Julia, as, ſhe thought ſhe ſaw a declen- 
ſion in Miſs Forrefter's friendſhip ; or if 
that was not the caſe, ſhe found more 
ſatisfaction in the ſoothing gentleneſs of 
A 9 6 Maria, chan in the increaſed 
viyacity 


* | 7 5 
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vivacity of the giddy Louiſa. She alone 
ſeemed to find no vacancy in her heart 
at the departure of her friend,. for tho? 
ſhe had too much vanity to fear Julia 
as a rival, yet ſhe beheld with a ſecret 
diſſatisfaction, every mark of politeneſs 
and attention which ſhe received from 
Lord Belmour, or his engaging ſiſter. 
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Captain Rainsford and his Lady ſtaid 
a fortnight at Egerton-Park, and Mrs. 
Egerton conceived ſuch a partiality for 
the latter, that ſhe aſked her in con- 
dence, if ſhe could form any idea of 
the cauſe of her daughter's dejection, 
which was but too perceptible to the 
anxious eye of an affectionate parent. 
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Mrs. Rainsford had remarked the 
change, and had made conjectures of 
the cauſe; which ſhe was well qualified 

to do from her own recent experience. 
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She freely told Mrs. Egerton her ſuf. 
picions, but intreated her filence on 
the ſubject, unleſs Miſs Egerton ſhould - 
mention it; as ſhe knew what pain it 
would give to a delicate mind, to have 
its deareſt ſeciet diſcovered, when the 
diſcovery could give no comfort but 

compaſſion. 


| Mrs. Egerton gave her word, and 
thanked Mrs. Rainsford for her con- 
fidence. She in return promiſed to cul- 
tivate Lady Almeria's acquaintance, and 
by that means, endeavour to learn Lord 
Belmour's ſentiments, if he had formed 
any that were particular, in regard to 
either Miſs Egerton or Miſs Forreſter; 

the latter of which, ſhe had heard it ſup- 
poſed, had made ſome impreſſion upon 
his Lordſhip, but had no reaſon, 
from her own obſervation, to believe 

it true. | 

Mr. 
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Mr. Egerton arrived at the Park a 
few days before his ſiſter and her friends. 
He had now finiſhed his education at 
home, and was deliberating with his 
mother, whether to compleat it by mak- 
ing the grand tour, or to fit down at 
home and improve his mind by the ex- 
perience of others. | 


This had the ſanction of his mother's 
approbation, who ( maternal partiality 
apart,) found him ſo accomplithed, 
that ſhe did not think he ſtood in need 
ofany higher poliſh. She knew at pre 


ſent his heart was good, his head was 


clear, and his underſtanding well culti- 
vated. He had a high reliſh for ſtudy 
and domeſtic happineſs ;—and ſhe ten- 


derly feared, by travel, he might Joſe's 


more valuable accompliſhments - than 
his new acquiſitions would be worth. | + 
85 For 
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For Mr. Egerton and Captain Rain. 
ford to ſee, and love, each other, were 
the fame. —When this confideration was 
therefore mentioned to the Captain, he 
was decidedly of Mrs. Egerton's opi- 
nion.—s What, my dear Sir, could you 
“ learn by ſeeing France and Italy, 
© more than you know already ?—you 
5 have hiſtories of their laws and po- 
cc litics,—you have accurate draughts 
* and deſcriptions of their. public 
5 buildings and cabinets of curioſities, 
« You have often opportunities of con- 
é verſing with gentlemen who have 

«© travelled ;—and, tell me, Sir, can 

they inform you of any thing you. did 
hot know before? travelled a great 
tc deal, both by land and by water, and 
«© yet you can give a much better ac- 
% count of many places, I have repeat- 
66 a _— 1 can pretend to do. 


l 66 To, 
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« To be ſure, from a view of St. 
« James's we can form no idea of the 
e magnificence of Verſailles or the 
« Eſcunal;—but we likewiſe know, that 
from an attendance at thoſ e ſuperb 
« Palaccs, we can form no idea of 
« Britiſh liberty, or Britiſh happineſs. 
« Undoubtedly a twelvemonth's re- 
« ſidence at Paris or Rome would much 
« 1mprove your accent, and volubility ; 
« but, my good Sir, you can ſpeak. 
« their language fluently, —you can taſte 
« the beauties of their admired authors, 
4 and you can feaſt your eyes with 
4 proſpects ſufficiently rich, beautiful, 
and romantic, without the danger and 
« fatigue of croſſing the Alps, or exa- 
mining the depth or breadth of the 
Lava that ifſues from the eruptions 
© of Etna or Veſuvius.”—*© You are 
e certainly right, Captain, (ſaid Mrs. 

" ws and my dear Charles, you ' 


mut 
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e muſt permit Mr. Rainsford's to be 
i the caſting voice.” 
No, my dear and honoured Ma. 
te dam, (rejoined Charles,) that I can- 
& not do. I have too long. experienced 
< the ſoundneſs of your judgment, and 
«© maternal tenderneſs, to give up a 
© point to argument or friendſhip, on 
© which I had heſitated a moment, when 
t urged by filial duty and affection. 
«© Your's, Madam, is the caſting 
10 voice; and I from this moment give 
up all inclination to travel, as a part 
© of my education. I will endeavour 
«to improve my time at home. I will 
es be no fox-hunter, —I will be no jolly 
ec fellow, —but I will be a reaſonable 
creature; —and, I hope, a uſeful: 
«© member of ſociety.— And if, my dear 
e Madam, at ſome future period, you 
© and my ſiſters * like to take a 
en | trip 


— 
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« trip to any part of the Continent, I * ³ü 
will be your eſcort, and we'll make 
« juſt ſuch a tour as is agreeable to al! 
66 Penn 


«© That's my beſt brother, ( ſaid 
« Matilda, ) and ſo we will, and Cap- 
« tain Rainsford and his Lady ſhall go 
« with us.“ To the world's end, 
© (ſaid the Captain, ) with fuch a 
« party. What ſay you, Madam?” 
Mrs. Egerton ſmiled her confent, and 
ſo the affair was ſettled. 


Swiftly rolled the hours that theſe 
agreeable friends ſtaid at the Park; and 
Julia's efforts to appear cheerful were ſo 

| ſucceſsful, that Mrs. Egerton and 
Mrs. Rainsford began to hope they 
had been miſtaken in their tender 
ſurmiſes. 


The 
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The day of parting arrived, and the 
Captain returned with his gentle 
Maria, to their abode in the neigh. 
bourhood of Hamilton-Grange; and 
leſt the Egerton family cheerful, and 


apparently happy. 


C H AP, 
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A POLITE. ALTERCATION. 


= 


ISS Forreſter, far from lamenting 
M the abſence of the friend and 
companion of her early years, and the 
daughter of her beſt benefactor, found 
her mind more free, and more at eaſe, 
after her departure. | 5 


Tho' ſne had no longer any de- 
pendance on the Egerton family, yet ſne 
could not put on hardineſs of ſpirit 
enough to induce her to treat any of the 
| ts. 
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individuals of it, with abſolute indif- 
ference; but when Miſs Egerton left 
the Grange, all Louiſa's delicate and 
praiſe-worthy feelings ſeemed to take 

their flight. Her reſpect for her venerable 

uncle and aunt hourly decreaſed; but 

yet ſhe kept up a decent, tho' a cold 
decorum. She took every opportunity of 
viſiting at Belmpur-Lodge, and ingra- 
tiating herſelf with Lady Almeria. 
Whilſt, vainly imagining that ſhe had 
rivetted her chains faſt on his Lordſhip, 
ſhe behaved to him in the moſt flighty 
and coquettiſh manner. His penetration 
diſcerned her arts, and his good ſenſe 
deſpiſed tliem. 


He was no leſs inclined than his mo- 
ther and ſiſter, to improve their inti- 
macy with Mr. and Mrs. Hamilton, 
and Mr. and Mrs. Rainsford, whom 


well 
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well as viſited at their own houſe; but 
Miſs Forreſter's behaviour grew ſo diſ- 
| guſting, as to give a great alloy to their 
friendly parties. Whatever prepoſ- 
ſeſſion Lord Belmour might have form- 
ed in her favour at the firſt interview, de- 
clined every time he ſaw her; and tho 


he was. not ſenſible of any particular at- 


tachment to Miſs Egerton, till ſne had 
left the Grange, no ſooner was ſhe 
gone, than he felt a vacuum in his 
heart, which no other ohy ect could 


; p 


Mrs. ET who was ever firmly 
attached to the intereſt of her friend, 
took every opportunity of introducing 
ſome incident or other, relative to her 
viſit, and the agreeable manner in 


which ſhe ſpent her time at Egerton- 
Park; and beſtowing the praiſe, they 


ſo juſtly merited on each individual of 
that 


e 
1 
4 þ 


and the Captain re-echoed the virtues 


- <<. family;I-—muſt pay my friend Charles 
a viſit, and apologize in perſon for 
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that amiable family.—Lord Belmours 
_ countenance kindled with the moſt ani. 


mated glow of friendſhip, when ſhe 


and accompliſhments of Mr. Egerton; 
and ſhe ſaw, with pleaſure, a ſmothered 
ſigh, when ſhe recounted ſome pleaſing 
anecdote of her gentle friend. 


This kind of converſation had one 
day been extended to a conſiderable 
length, Lord Belmour ſuddenly ex- 
claimed, upon my honour, Mrs, 
* Rainsford, I muſt ſee this happy 


ce my long omiſſions. Do you think, W « 
* from his manner, of mentioning me, «: 
that I ſhould be a welcome gueſt?” 7 


% have no doubt, my Lord, but 
vel yok: would be highly fo to Mr. 
Egerton 


Fd 
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60 „Egerton; and if you could prevail 
60 a Lady Almeria to accompany you, 
0 that would inſure your welcome with 
« Miſs! 08 and the ladies of the 


« family.” 


In. 
' Louiſa, who- had. often been much 
_ diſpleaſed at Mrs. Rainsford's eulogiums 
on Egerton-Park, and its inhabitants, 
could no longer keep the overflowings 
of her ſpirit within the bounds of pru- 
dence and politeneſs. With a toſs of 
her head, and an indignant play of her 
fan, „Why really, Madam, (aid ſhe, ) 
*you are an extremely convenient 
friend to all parties. I preſume, you 
*are quite in the confidence of the 
©* whole group; otherwiſe you might 
* entertain a doubt, that your offici- 
* ouſneſs would not be greatly pleaſing 
« either to Miſs Egerton's delicacy, or 
Lord Belmour's diſcernment. 


| Upon | 
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Upon my word, Miſs Forreſter, 
& (replied Mrs. Rainsford,) I have not 
e the leaſt idea of being officious. 1 
* anſwered his Lordſhip's interrogs- 
* tions in the openneſs and fimplicity 
© of my heart, without imagining that 
J could poſſibly give any offence to 
% Miſs Forreſter ; whoſe attachment to 
* the Egerton family, I ſuppoſed, muſt 
be deeper rooted than my own, as i 
* has been ofa much longer date.“ 


“ My attachments, Madam, ( replied 
% Miſs Forreſter, ) may be very ſincere 
and very durable; but the inter- 
© meddling of new acquaintance may 
not tend to ſtrengthen them.” —“ Par- 
s don me, madam, I hoped to have 
been honoured, by Miſs Forreſter, 
wich a more friendly appellation than 
e that of a new acquaintance ;— but l 


% am content, and beg this conver- | 


c {ation 


wit 
able 
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« ation may go no further; as, I ſee 
4 it gives as much pain to the reſt of 


« the company as it does to me.“ 


| Louiſa looked much diſconcerted, 

and was filent;—Colonel Hamilton bit 
his lip and adjuſted his neckcloth; —his 
lady roſe and went to the window ;— 

Captain Rainsford walked haſtily about 
the room; — Lady Almeria bluſhed and 
trembled with vexation, — Lord Bel- 
mour took her hand and led fier to the 
harpſichord, ſaying, 5 favour us, ſiſter, 
« with that ſweet leſſon you played 
| © this morning; I think all our friends 


* will be pleaſed with it.” She began 
without heſitation, and gave an agree- 
able relief to the feelings of all preſent. 
This incident happened at Belmour- 


Lodge, where the Hamilton and Rainſ- 


ford families had met by invitation. 
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Soon after Lady Almeria had ceaſed 
playing, Mrs. Hamilton ordered her 
chariot, as ſhe found herſelf unfit for 
cheerful converſation, and judged of 
the ſentiments of the reſt of the com- 
| pany by her own. The parting, tho” 


friendly, was rather embarraſſed on all 


fades. — Louiſa affected an extraordinary 
degree of vivacity, but was evidently ſo 
fluttered, that it had no appearance of 
nature; and ſhe followed Mrs. Ha- 


milton into the chariot with ſuch an 


air of ſupercilious arrogance, as aſtoniſhed 
the whole company. 


Mr. and Mrs. Rainsford's remarks on 
her behaviour, it may be ſuppoſed, were 
not much in her tavour; nor did ſhe 
ſpeed one jot better with Lord Bel- 
mour and his ſiſter. Good - nature it · 


ſelf could form no n pretext | 


| in her behalf. | 
- Mr. 


. 


founded by the haughtineſs of her air, 
that they had no hopes of reducing her 
do reaſon or- propriety by their mild re- 
monſtrances ; and as they had no au- 


thority over her, and ſhe ſeemed ſo 


changed fince ſhe became independent, 
they knew'not in what manner to open 
a converſation, without doing violence 
to their own. ſentiments, or giving new 
offence to a ſpirit already raiſe” too 
high. 


conſiderations, they rode in filence for 
at leaſt two miles of the my Od. 
Louiſa, ſuddenly burſting intb 4 A 

laugh, exclaimed, © my g66c© 295 of 
* Madam, we are excellent 2 1 * 
For heaven's fake, what is the cauſe 


LO UISA FORR EST ER. | I 43 ; 


Mr. and Mrs. Hamilton were deeply 


hurt by Louiſa's behaviour, and ſo con- 


Occupied with theſe and fimilar 


*of all this gloom and ſolemnity? 
Could 
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| cc Could not I indulge my ; vein of. 
c mirth, at Mrs. Rainsford's turn for 
e match-making, but it muſt give ſuch 
a ſtrange caſt to the features of the 
4 whole company, that a cheerful word 
e or ſmile has not taken place ſince?” 


O, Miſs Forreſter ! ( ſaid the Co- 
„ Jonel, ) how you deceive yourſelf and 
1 ſurpriſe us! Your playful mirth al- 
ee ways delighted us; but there was an 
« aſperity, a ſomething I cannot deſ- 
& cribe, in your behaviour, deftitute of 
« that eaſe and politeneſs, which uſed 
& to accompany all your words and ac- 
4 tions, which has given me infinite un. 
4 eaſineſs; and if I can read my Au- 

guſta” s ſentiments, from her coun- 
1 — one and ſilence, I think ſhe i 
| with the fame ideas,” 


0 


FR. 
43 
; = 


am extremely ſorry, Sir, (replied 


« Louiſa, ) that I have been ſo un- 


te happy as to incur your diſpleaſure. 


„ muſt have incurred my aunt's of 

e courſe. , You have been ſo long ac- 
e cuſtomed to think alike, that I could 
« not wiſh your ſentiments to differ in 
«© regard to me; but whatever notions 


* you may be pleaſed to form to my 


e diſadvantage, I muſt take the liberty 


to act and ſpeak as my own ideas 


« impel me.” 


© — 


© You have certainly a right to do 


* ſo, niece, ſaid Mrs. Hamilton, and 


46 I am glad you have not- the painful 
thought of dependance to reſtrain you; 
© but you muſt permit your friends to 


„ make uſe of che ſame privilege. 


What you mean by ſtigmatizing 
Mrs. Rainsford as an officious perſon, 
* or as having a turn for match-making, 

Vol. II. "10h Eu... 


. 


* - ” — * > 1 3 — — - n - - 
NEST ˙ 
— 2 7˖˙ 2 — 2 Am — 5 3 


. 
- : — — — 
— = I a —Z us a 
CE E 


2 


— 
— 


*ar pls * 
oh _ 


» 2 - Gat Un L S . 
2 Caper Ee: aa 2k Ie Fu 
22 IIS 
E Ä 
= 8 day - 12 


| : : 8 , * * . b : 
1 * E 2 
* : 5 , . Rp 
. N 4 iS A 


* 
146 Lovisa FORRESTER, 


as you are pleaſed (not with your 
e yyonted delicacy) to ſay, I own, I 
e cannot comprehend. Mrs. Rainsford 
c has hitherto ſupported a moſt amiable 
« character, without the ſmalleſt de- 
<« yiation; and, indeed, Miſs Forreſter, 
« you muſt excuſe me, when I fay, 
“ your behaviour to her hurt me inex- 
«© preſſibly: as I prided myſelf with the 
e hopes, that my impeccable ſiſter's 
e darling Louiſa would do all her 
ce friends as much honour by the pro- 
e priety of her ſentiments and behaviour, 
e as by the elegance of her perſon and 
60 accompliſhments.” Then tenderly 
taking her hand, ſhe proceeded, * do 
© not, my love, thro* any little capri- 
cc cjous fancy, fruſtrate my ſanguine ex- 
c pectations. Let the little flip of this 
ce afternoon be remembered no more 
C but let me again embrace the ſweet 
45 1 friend, your now fainted mo- 


66 ther 


* 


« ther firſt otelenred to my hand and 
« heart.” 


Louiſa's countenance underwent many 
revolutions during this tender apoſ- 


3 trophe; but vanity and ſelf-importance 
had gained ſuch an aſcendency in her 


mind, that ſhe thought ſhe could not 


recede with honour. © You are vaſtly. 


% obliging, Madam, (ſhe replied, but 
«as Iam convinced our ideas on many 
ce ſubjects are widely different, it might 
e be more agreeable for our perſons to 
be at a diſtance. I have long had 
thoughts of ſpending the enſuing 
© winter in town, and, I think, the 
< ſooner I go the better; as I ſhall have 
© more time to look round me, and 
* chooſe my connexions before the town 


whe fills.” 


Jou are to do as you pleaſe, my 


" dear, ( ſaid the Colonel, ) be affured, 
"IH; « you 
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* you will never have friends that love 
6 you better, or have your intereſt more 
6s at heart, than thoſe you leave at the 
& Grange. Stay with us as long as you 
* can be happy; I ſhould neither be a 
— 208 friend to you or myſelf, if I wiſhed 
40 you to ſtay longer. I know Mrs. 
« Hamilton's ſentiments correſpond 
& with mine; ſo ſettle your own plan, 
ce Miſs Forreſter, and, be affured, whilſt 
* you continue bere, we ſhall think 
1 ourſelves obliged : and whenever you 
& think proper to leave us, our beſt ſer- 
ce vices ſhall be your's, whenever you 
64 have occaſion for them.” —Louiſa 

| bowed, and ſaid, I thank you, Sir.” 
The chariot ſtopped, and they retired to 
their ſeparate apartments till they were 
ſummoned to * 


HA. 
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URING this little abſence they had 
all pretty well recovered. their ſe- 
renity. The converſation took a cheer- 
ful turn, and Mr. and Mrs. Hamilton 
thought the affair would have ended 
here; but, in a few days, Louiſa ſaid 
ſhe had wrote to London about lodgings, 
and intended to go as ſoon as ſhe TOURS 
after ſhe received an anſwer. 
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Mrs. Hamilton, with her uſual kind. 
neſs, ſaid, ſhe hoped her change of re- 
ſidence would anſwer all her expecta- 
tions; and that whenever ſhe liked to 
"retire a while from the pleaſurable 
ſcenes of life, ſhe might aſſure herſelf of 

a cordial reception at the Grange. 


One motive for Louiſa's London 
ſcheme was, perhaps, to try what effe& 
her abſence would have on Lord Bel- 
mour, for, ſhe fancied, that he was 
ſtrongly prepoſſeſſed in her favour; | 
and thought, by the proſpect of her 
leaving the country, he would be in- 
duced to make a declaration of his ſen- 
timents. And, ſhould that be the caſe, 
ſhe did not doubt but ſhe ſhould ſoon 
- have the gratification of ſeeing him in 
Town, where her behaviour would be 
under no reſtraint from the preſence of 
relations, | 
| Animated 


Animated with theſe thoughts, ſhe 


talked of her departure with the higheſt 
ſatisfaction z and ſoon receiving an an- 
ſwer to the letter ſhe had written, with 


information that ſhe might have lodg- 
ings in the ſame houſe ſhe and her 


mamma had their refidence in the pre- 


ceding winter with Mrs. Egerton, ſhe 
requeſted Mrs. Hamilton to accompany 
her to take leave of Mrs. Rainsford, 
Lady Almeria, and two or three other 
irtends.—** Why no, my dear, (replied 
ſhe, ) I cannot part with you, nor al- 
© low. you to part with your friends in 
* {ach a tile of frozen formality; but if 
« you pleaſe, I will take an airing with 
you any morning, and call upon thoſe 
friends you would wiſh to particu- 
e Jarize, and engage them to ſpend a 
day with us before your departure.“ 


1 Louiſa 
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came - che party an agreeable one,— 
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Louiſa thanked her with an affecti- 
onate warmth. She was pleaſed with 
this public teſtimony of reſpect; and ſhe 
| Ukewiſe thought it would give Lord 
Belmour a good opportunity of declaring | 
himſelf either to Mr. Hamilton or her- 
ſelf, if he had any ſuch intention. 


The morning fixed for the invitations 
arrived, and the Colonel accompanied 
His lady and niece; Moſt of the friends 
they called upon had heard of Miſs 

Forreſter's purpoſe, nor did it ſeem at 
all ftrange that ſhe ſhould chooſe to 
vary the ſcene; only it was repeatedly 
wondered at, that ſhe ſhould like to 
go before the town filled: but for this 
ſhe had buſineſs, 10 plead, and friends 
that ſhe was Space to ſee. 


The day came, and the company 


and 
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and the day was ſpent with that elegant 
and cheerful eaſe which always appeared f 
where Mrs. Hamilton preſided. But, a 
alas! Louiſa. found no overtures were 
made by Lord Belmour, to detain her 
in the country; nor any hopes given 
of ſeeing him in Town. Common po- 
liteneſs, and univerſal wiſhes of an agree- 
able journey, concluded the evening; 
and poor Louiſa found her vanity con- 
fiderably hurt, by being able to give no 
pain, by her departure. But this cir- 
cumſtance made her think it the more 
eligible, as ſhe hoped in the metropolis. 
to find people better diſpoſed to admire: 
her. Two or three days after, Colonel: 
Hamilton's . chariot conveyed her and: 
her maid to Town, where ſhe took poſ- 
ſeſſion of her lod singe and began to tis 


gure W 6 


154 LOUISA FORAESTER, 


She had ſome valuable connexion 
in town, as Mr. Waldron, and ſeveral 
other gentlemen, who had been in- 
'timate with her uncle Hargrave, had 
promiſed her their countenance and 
aſſiſtance, whenever they could be of 
| ſervice to her; but, confiding in her 
on abilities and knowledge of the 
world, ſhe applied to none of them. 


The houſe ſhe lodged at was large 
and commodious. She had three rooms 
on the firſt floor, and a garret for her 
footman. Another female lodger had 
the like accommodations, and the ſame 
_ attendants; only Miſs Sewell's dining- 
room was backward, Miſs Forreſters 
in front. —This young lady made ſe- 

veral advances towards an acquaintance 


= with Louiſa, who obſerving that ſhe 
= hvcd in an elegant ſtile, thought an in- 


. * timacy with her wauld be a contidirable 
|; acquiſition 
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acquiſition to her own parties, which 


were neither large nor frequent. A vi- 
ſiting intercourſe therefore ſoon took 


place between them, and Louiſa pre- 


ſently became ſo fond of Miſs Sewell's 
company, that ſhe never thought her 
party compleat without her. 


Miſs Sewell had ſoon the nts of 
perceiving this attachment; but for 


many reaſons, beſt known to herſelf, 
took care not to be too often Louiſa's 
gueſt when ſhe had company. When 
both happened to be diſengaged, they 


generally ſpent their afternoons or 


evenings together; and ſometimes 
Louiſa accompanied Miſs Sewell and 
her relation, Major Davidſon, (who was 


her moſt frequent viſitor, ) to the play 


or Ranelagh. 
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| About this. time , Charles Egerton 
! ha promiſed to ſpend a month in Town 
With one of his College friends, who was 
fent for to attend a fick relation, from 
whom he had confiderable expectations. 
He went, and one evening, as he was 
crofling the Park, he met with the Ma- 
8 jor, who had been intimate with him 
for the firſt year of his reſidence at Ox- 
ford; — about which time Davidſon 
teft it, and by dint of money and intereſt 
had reached his preſent appointment, = ys 
over the heads of many a. worthy ve- | 
teran.— But what cannot fortune and x 
intereſt obtain, either in the 2 the 
un, or the Church ? 


The meeting was Hendly,-acentuika® 
tically fo on the Major's ſide, who was 
delighted to ſee bis young friend, ( as he 
uſed to call him) grown ſo fine a fellow; 
and upon: enquiring how long he had 

| deen 
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been in Town, and ſomething of bis- 


connexions, told him he muſt have the 


pleaſure of introducing him to ſome of 
his acquaintance. And are you en- 
« gaged for this evening, my dear 
« Egerton?” Not particularly, Ma- 


e“ jor, I was going to ſpend a ſerious: 


“evening at my lodgings,. in conver-- 
« ſation with abſent friends.” Then 
© I'll have no demal. — Write your letters 


*« to-morrow. — You ſhalt ſee one, per- 


4 haps two, of | the fineſt. girls in Town, 
to night. And yet, I think, I'm a. 
“ foot; for there's ſomething ſo prepoſ- 
'©ſefling in that blooming country coun-- 
* tenance of thine, that, perhaps ER 

© repent my compliment.” | 


2 What, ſteering for the land of ma- 


4 trimony, Major? © No, boy, no 


* matrimony for me; — but, I think, I 


c have one * che moſt agreeable girls in. 


England, 
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England, in I * if the 
c huſſy had had art enough to have held 
© out a little longer, I don't know but 
ce ſhe might have ſnapp'd me, — for Iwas 
6e curſedly in love, and ſo I am till.” 
« Well, Major, you ſhall have no fears 
© on my account. I have no curioſity 
& to ſee your lady, unleſs I could have 
* paid my reſpects to her as Mrs. Da- 
e vidſon, —and ſo good night.” 


Hold, my demure friend, I ſha'n't 
C part with thee ſo, - what, did mamma 
© tell it, when it came to London, to 
& take care of naughty women ?—Miis 
& Sewell lives as reputably, and keeps as 
. © good company as any lady; and wilt 
tc thou preſume to think the worſe of 
cc her for living the life of honour? | 
6 *Tis the only life, let me tell thee, in 


© oh © which female virtue can appear to ad- 


os eee, tho' a wife, by her in- 
fidelity 
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6 fidelity may Ad her huſband, I 
don't fee how ſhe can poſſibly do him 
much credit by her conſtancy; —her 
« own character and intereſt being ſo 
entirely dependant on her behaviour, 
in this point, that /e/f-love alone muſt 
ebe ſufficient to keep a married woman 
c within the bounds preſcribed by her 
e matrimonial vow. But when ſuch a 
girl as Iſabella Sewell, after living the 
« life of honour with your humble ſer- 
e yant for eighteen months, can reject, 

with diſdain, the ſplendid offers of 
his Grace of „there's affection! 
«© there's Aabilley N s merit. 
*and ſo come along Egerton, and I 
doubt not, but I ſhall have the Cres 
edit of 5 thee.” 


"0 Well, Ws, I will attend you for 
* once, but you muſt excuſe me if I 
X 1 our ideas on this ſubject are very 
. 2 « different; 
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* . at; and I have not the leaſt 
« deſire of being convinced that you 
vat are in the right.“ 


bey "OM IR WY to Miſs Sewell's 
lodgings ;—but who can form an idea of 
Mr. Egerton's amazement, when he was, 
without ceremony, ſhewn, by the Major, 
into an elegant dining-room, where fat 
Miſs Sewell and Miſs. Forreſter at piquet; 
and was introduced to them as a parti- 
_ cular friend, who would think himſelf 
favoured in being known to them. — 
hey were preſented to him, —Miſs 
Sewell as a lady the Major had the 
happineſs of being related to; and Miſs 
Forreſter, as a friend, who was ſo ob- 
liging as to honour them: with her ac- 


| quaintance. : 


Nee ä RY ſmall fur- 
_ on. ng 'n an old acquaintance: 
When 
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when he did not expect it, Weich we 
may ſuppoſe, was no leſs agreeable; and 
ſhe made enquiries after his mother, 
ſiſters, and neighbours, with ſuch a vo- 
luble vivacity, as ſhewed ſhe was quite in 
ſpirits, and highly pleaſed with her com- 
pany.—Whilſt Charles was ſo embar- 
raſſed and mortified to find the friend 
of his ſiſters, and the pupil of his mo- 
ther, ſo connected, —that he could ſcarce 
return intelligible anſwers to half her 
queſtions. 


The converſation ſoon grew very 
lively, but Egerton was diſqualified by 
his diſguſt from making any figure in 
it. Louiſa rallied him on his gravity 
and abſence of mind, with all the flighti- 
nels of wit and gaiety. He aſked how 
long ſhe had left the Grange, —did not 
preſume to enquire the reaſon, but 
| ſeemed to wander at her being ſo early 

| in 


tag 


5 without any of her friends 
from that _ or its vicinity. 


She 818. ſhe had ſtay'd in the Coun- 
try till her ideas began to ſtagnate, and 
ſhe thought it time to recal them to life 
and motion, by changing the ſcene. 
This anſwer by no means increaſed his 
opinion of her prudence; and he never 
appeared to ſo little advantage in her 
eyes. 


Miſs Sewell thought him an hand- 
ſome, inſignificant young fellow, and 
wondered the Major ſhould introduce 
him as a favourite acquaintance ;= | 
whilſt Davidſon ſaw the cauſe of his 
_ chagrin, and was little leſs mortified 
than Egerton, to think he had ſo freely 
told his ſituation with Miſs Sewell; and 
began to ſhrink into himſelf, beneath 
the penetrating eye of the youth whom 
” he 


„ 


j 
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he had juſt been ridiculing for! confined 
ideas and ignorance. of life. 


They had an elegant ſupper, but be- 
gan to grow very ſtupid company before 


it was ended, and at an early hour 


Charles roſe to take his leave; and, after 
thanking the Major for the favour he 
had done him, by introducing him to 
the ladies preſent, with as much cheer- 
ful politeneſs as he could call into his 
countenance,—aſked Miſs Forreſter if 
ſhe would permit him the honour of at- 
tending her to her lodgings. 


She told him there was no occaſion 
for that ceremony, as ſhe had apartments 
in the ſame houſe. He in a low voice 
replied he was ſorry for it; —aſked if ſhe 
would give him leave to pay his reſ- 
pects to her in the morning, to which 
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* 


ſhe affented;—and he took his leave, 
much diſſatisfied with the adventure: 
but hoping Louiſa was ignorant of the 
characters of her new acquaintance,— 
and determining to uſe his beſt endea- 
vours to open her eyes before her re- 
putation ſuffered by her indiſcretion. 
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CHAP. XXXIL 


A DILEMMA. 


E was no ſooner gone than Miſs 
Sewell exclaimed, Good Hea- 
gens, Major, what country ſtupe is 


* this you have brought us?—I aſt 


your pardon, Miſs Forreſter, as he is 
4 an old acquaintance of your's, but I 
«thought I perceived him not to be a 


favourite one, or I ſhould not have 0 


poke ſo freely.” 


* No apology is neceſſary, my dear, 


* (replied Louiſa) for expreſſing what 
every 
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© every body muſt ſee. I have known 
ce little of him for ſeveral years. He 
ec uſed to be very ſenſible and ſprightly; 
© but his mother's a monſtrous grave, 
7 ſentimental old lady, and his ſiſters 
ce the two prettieſt demure little prudes 
« you ever ſaw, —and I think in my 
«« ſoul, they have metamorphoſed the 
* once gay Charles Egerton into a me- 
ce thodiſt preacher, or ſomething vaſtly 


© similar.“ 


pon honour, {replied the Major,) 
« Miſs Forreſter has preciſely defined 
© my ideas of my quondam friend.— 
« He uſed to be ail life and ſpirits at 
4 eighteen, and now, at two-and-twenty 
dc he's all gloom and reſerve. Well, 
ce thought to have been his friend, and 

& have introduced him into life, but 
„ he has given me a perfect antidote, 
4 L have done with him, and let me en- 
1 (0 treat 
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4 treat you to take care of him, Miſs 
cf Forreſter, that his phlegmatic conſtitu- 
* tion has net a bad effect on your 
© charming ſpirits.” With theſe ſen- 
timents they parted for the night. 

+ [Louiſa was ned and diſſ pleaſed 
at Mr. Egerton's behaviour.— He was 
confounded and diſtreſſed at her ſitua- 
tion. Not thro any ſerious perſonal at- 
tachment, but a kind of fraternal regard, 
and the diſgrace he thought would re- 
dound on his mother and ſiſters, by a 
young lady brought up under the eye of 
one, and as the companion of the others, 
ſo far deviating from propriety and de- 
corum, as to become the intimate aſ- 
ſociate of a perſon in Miſs Sewell's: ſitu- 
ation. His notions of honour and 
delicacy were ſo unlike the» general 
light principles of the preſent age, that 
he could not think of viſiting Miſs For- 

reſter 
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reſter in the houſe where Miſs Sewell 
reſided, without ſome diffatisfaction, 
but there was no other way of giving 
her the information neceſſary; and how 
her high ſpirit would brook that in- 
formation from him, he knew not." 


. 4 
About twelve o'clock the next day, he 
ſent up his name, and was ſhewn into 
her dreſſing- room. She met him with 
an air of reſtrained gaiety at his formal 
addreſs, and ſeemed in a ſtate of abſolute 
perturbation. * As ſoon as he was ſeated, 
« How aſtoniſhingly you are altered, 
« Mr. Egerton, (faid ſhe,) I really 
« ſhould not ſuppoſe you to be the ſame 
« Mr. Egerton I was uſed to ſee at the 
< Park, if there was half as much al. 
4 teration in your perſon, as there is it | 


<« your diſpoſition,” 


«1 


Y 2 


« change, Madam; the alteration may 
ce proceed from the different circum- 
« ſtances in which we meet.” Why 
« different, Sir? are not you the ſame 
ec Mr. Egerton, —am not I the ſame 


e Louiſa Forreſter, that we uſed to be? 


*« I know not; Madam, but I find my- 
* ſe!f unequal to the taſk of explaining 
my doubts.” . | 


* Your doubts, Sir! (with a laugh, ) 
« do you diftruſt. your ſenſes ?—ſurely 


«tity; and cannot you ſee that I am 
i the ſame perſon that you have danced, 
and ſung, and walked, and talked 
with from our nonage?” « Of all 
© this my eyes convince me; but, par- 
« don me, Madam, it is not fo eaſy to 
66 convince my mind, that the amiable, 


e the virtuous, the delicate Miſs For- 4 
1 Kreſter, 
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„ am not ſenſible of any ſuch | 


0 you are ſatisfied of your own iden- 


I 
** 
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9 reſter, refides 43 the ſame roof 


& with, and is the almoſt inſeparable | 
10 companion of, Miſs Sewell.“ 


cc And what of Miſs Sewell, Sir? We 
6 joined Louiſa, haſtily,) I preſume, 
you never ſaw her till laſt night; 
6c and if her converſation happens to 
& be rather too much embelliſhed for 


« your taſte, I hope, you dont intend to 
take upon you to direct mine.” 


« By n no means, Madam; but do you 


6 know who Miſs Sewell is? or what her 


«c connexions with Major Davidſon are?” 
(No, really, nor ſhall I ever give my- 
* {elf the trouble to enquire; they are 
< people of faſhion and elegance, and! 


5 © think myſelf extremely happy in their 


E Intimacy.” © I can only ſay I am ex- 
* tremely concerned to hear you ſay ſo, 


6 % Madam; Miſs Sewell ; is not the perſon 


« ſhe 
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«ſhe appears to you.” I am much 


„ obliged to your ſagacity, Sir, but 
« whilſt I enjoy my intelle&s, I ſhall not 

« examine my friends by other people's 

« optics.” I have done, Madamz— - 


only if you would wiſh to reain your 
e reputation, change your lodgings, and 
drop this acquaintance.” 


very peremptory, indeed, Sir ;—T 
« with I could ſay, very polite too. 
And pray, Sir, what may be your 
view in giving me this precaution i 


Nothing, upon my honour . Madam, g 
©& hut your peace of mind, which muſt. 
« inevitably be wounded by a conti- 


© nuance in your preſent ſituation:— I 
© wiſh not to embroil myſelf with Ma- 
* jor Davidſon, —fighting is his pro- 
o feſfion, but duelling does not coincide 
with my principles; yet I will run 


any riſk you ſhall think proper to ex- 
12 cc pole 
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* poſ: e me to, rather than not diſcharge 
ce the claims of our former friendſhip. 

% To ſpeak plainly then, Miſs Forreſter, 
„ Miſs Sewell lives the life of honor, (to 
4 uſe his own words) with the Major: 
« leave to your own feelings, to judge 
«* how diſbonourable an intercourſe with 
tc them muſt be to you.” 


„I have had many very officious 
4 friends, Sir, before now, and if their | 
intentions are good, I am obliged to 

: % them; you may depend upon me, 
% Sir, for not embroiling you with 
t Major Davidſon; -- and whenever 1 
4 ſee any reaſon for diſcontinuing my 
e acquaintance with Miſs Sewell, I ſhall 
TO be guided ” it,” 


Here Charles. _ ha 1 
and his viſit, which he ſaw were both 
troubleſome; 5 and retired more diſguſted 


with 
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with Lodiſe ties he was the night be- 
fore; as he now ſaw no motives of friend- 
ſhip or prudence could avail with one 
who thought ſo highly of her own pe- 
netration and knowledge of the world. 


Tho' Louſſa could not help betraying 
ſuch a ſpirit of haughtineſs and ingra- 
titude to Mr. Egerton, yet after his de- 
parture, ſhe conſidered his viſit and in- 
formation as friendly, and withed the 
had received both with a better grace. 
She aſked her maid ſome queſtions con- 
cerning Miſs Sewell, and found from 
her anſwers, that the lady did not paſs. 
for a veſtal; but that it was no buſineſs 
of people who let lodgings, to be over 
particular in the h.. of their 
tenaanss 0 | ; 
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Find this | inlets Miſs Forreſter 
began to be more reſerved towards Miss 
„ Sewell, 
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Sewell; and to plead engagements when 


. invited by her. She ſent a card to Mr. 


Waldron, to requeſt the favour of his 
company; ſhe adviſed: with him about 

lodgings in St. James's- Street, which 

was a ſituation ſhe thought ſhe ſhould 
like, but gave him no particular reaſon 
for wiſhing to leave thoſe ſhe at preſent 
occupied; ſhe wiſhed to be introduced 
to his lady and daughters, and behaved 
= D 2 manner 2 gc we fflend of 
ber deceaſed uncle great pleaſure, to 
"think he could ſtill be ſerviceable to 


Her new lodgings were ſoon fixed 
on, and ſhe took a mow = rather 
formal leave of Miſs Sewell, That 
lady had entertained ſuſpicions om the 
erening Nr. Egerton had been intro- 


duced to . that her real ſituation 
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had been ſtrongly preſumed on, if not 
poſitively detected; therefore ſhe did 
not preſs for any further intercourſe, and 
they parted without the expectation or 


the wiſh of meeting again. Souls like 


their's were only attached by the amuſe- 
ment and convenience of the preſent 
hour, without any of thoſe ſweet ſuſcep- 


tibilities that conſtitute the indifloluble 


bonds of real friendſhip. 
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o 


CHAP. xxxitl. 


4 DISAGREEABLE RENCOUNTER, 


HEN 14535 removed to he 
new apartments, ſhe made firm 


_ reſolutions of behaving with the utmoſt 


caution and propriety, and fincerely re 


gretted that ſhe had not requeſted Mr. 


- Egerton's addreſs, and engaged his fu- 
ture viſits; as, the more ſhe conſidered 
his behaviour, the more ſhe was con- 


vinced of the propriety of it. But as 
what was paſt could not be recalled, all 
ſhe now had to do was to atone for the 


paſt by the future. 
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Mrs. Waldron , per her 4 8 
(two ſenſible young women, ) were de- 
lighted with her, and often invited her 
to make one of their parties, which ſne 
always gladly. accepted. One evening 
being with them at the Opera, and ſitting ob 
with Mr. and Mrs. Waldron in the pit, 
ſhe obſerved a. gentleman on: the ſeat 

before them, after a caſual glance, turn 
and ſurvey her attentively ſeveral times. 
Far from being diſconcerted by this: 
particular attention, ſhe was congratu-- 
lating herſelf with the thoughts of hav- 
ing made a conqueſt; when, to her ex- 
treme mortification, ſhe heard him ex- 
claim to the perſon next him, © curſe- 

© me, but: I have found her! Tom 
« look behind thee, that's the girl 1 

* told thee: of that I met with at ſeveral. 
10 public places with Davidſon and his 
«© [{abell. — But how comes ſhe,, I won 
153 der, into ſuch grave company ?-I. 
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© know that old Don; ſure he has not 


ce had the artifice to introduce her as a 


ce companion to his wife and daughters 
& By my ſoul, tis a ſhame an old 
ec poacher ſhould ſmuggle ſuch a deli- 
40 cate girl, when ſo many of us young 
1 * fellows — be — to die for her.” 


＋ 1 was more clin a ſufficient check 
to Louiſa's vanity;—ſhe was choak d with 
fame and indignation, and was ſo near 


1 fainting, as greatly to alarm Mrs. Wal- 


dron; who had been too intent on the 
mufic, to pay any attention to the audible 


whiſpers which had ſuch an effect on 


8 
4 ha 


Miss F orreſter. 


11 ſoon as the performance was over, 


"the entreated Mrs. Waldron to be her 


protectreſs, for ſhe fear d ſhe ſhould be 


; inſulted. T his ſurpriſed, Mrs. Waldron, 


and wy begged her to explain "herſelf. 
«1 


97 


* 
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« 1 have not time now, bur pray, my 


« dear Madam , think favourably of me, 
1 and grant me your countenance; 3 and 


« when once I am under your hoſ] pitable 


roof, I will tell you without reſerve, 


as 20 $4 


Mp the cauſe of my preſent ff tremors.” 


Juſt as they reached their coach, the 
gentleman who had been making, his free 


*3 


obſervations, approached her in a very: 


abrupt manner, and, offering | his hand, 
| faid, * Permit me the honour. of hand 
© ing you to your carriage, Madam; * 


% have not ſeen you this age.—1 have 


„been dying with deſpair, and could 
gain no information from Davidſon, 


* or your friend Miſs Sewell, what * 


become of you! | 


« I do not own Miſe Sewell by the 
A... title of friend, Sir nor do I know 
«you, or want your attention.” Then 


giving 
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giving her hand to Mr. Waldron, ſtepp 4 - 
into the coach, laying, ce indeed, Sir, 
ce that gentleman is no acquaintance of 
& mine, nor did I ever fee him before | 


N chat 1 know of,” | 


+ Me coach drove on, and Louiſa con- 
| tinued for ſome minutes in a ſtate of 
torpid aſtoniſhment. But fearing - Mr. 
Waldron had heard what the unknown 
gentleman had been whit] pering to His 
friend, and ſhould form conceptions to 
her diſadvantage, ſhe rouſed herſelf 
from the painful ſtupor into which this 
| incident had thrown her, and faid, 
e dear Madam! J good Sir! the moment 
-« you can favour me with your atten- 
& tion, I will unfold every myſterious 
4 part of my conduct. This ſpeech 
was a new myſtery to them, as neither 
of them had heard any _y of what 
bad _ 4s 
| Supper 
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+ Supper was ready when they came in. 
Curioſity ſhortened the meal; and the 


Miſs Waldrons retiring to undreſs, af- 
forded Louiſa an opportunity of giving 
a brief detail of the unlucky intimacy 
ſhe had been inadvertently drawn into, . 
and the diſagreeable conſequence that 
had oecurred from-it that evening. She: 
blamed herſelf much for her behaviour 
to Mr. Egerton, tho” ſhe did not place 
it in ſo ſtrong a- ekt as ſhe mga ne; 
dans. | 


| Mr. and Mrs. Waldron were . muehi: 
pleaſed with the confidence ſhe repoſed 
in them; gave her every encouragement 
to make Herfelf eaſy about the matter; 
and thought ſhe had no cauſe to "ou ſe- 
riouſly diſcompoſed about it. But 
Mrs. Waldron thought-1 it . be beſt 
not to appear much in public for the- 
preſent; and there was no doubt but 
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it as ſoon be entirely forgotten that 
ever ſhe had appeared at all; as it muſt 
be ſuppoſed ſuch a party as Major Da- 
vidſon and Miſs Sewell could form, 
would not attract much obſervation, 
unleſs from the Mayor's acquaintance. 
Thus conſoled ſhe recovered her ſpirits 
and ſoon became the ſame vain, gay 
Louiſa, ſhe. was before this mortification 
had damped her opinion of 1 own 
; Oe | 


She was one morning, not long after, 

walking with the / Miſs Waldrons in 
the Park, when chis gentleman | again 

met with ber, and attempted to join the 
party, and enter into converſation with 
them. The young ladies knew nothing 
of what had happened at the Opera; 


fuſed, and turn from him with diſdain, 
Li 124 e * example, *. and Arbor 
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; returning bis compliments of che time 
of day, or aſſenting to his obſervations. 
on the weather; and were haſtening out 
of the walk, when he ſtopped Louiſa, 
and, putting a note into her hand, 
which ſhe refuſed receiving, —he ſwore: 
if ſhe would not take it, he would fol- 
tow her, go where ſhe would. 


Thus chats ſhe. durſt not throw 
it down, as ſhe was going to do; but 
with inexpreſſible anger and contempt, 
retained it in her hand, and begged 
her friends to haſten home; whither ſhe 
| would attend them, and explain, as: 
much as was in her power, this odious. 
rencounter.— The note ſhe kept in her 
Band, faying the would not open it, 
but reſerve it for Mr. Waldron's in- 
0 pection; and, if poſſible, prevail upon. 
him to ſend an n anſwer to he. if it W 
e. _ 


When. 
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When they arrived at Mr. Waldron's, 
they found him fitting with his. lady in 
her dreſſing- room. They no ſooner en- 
tered than, Louiſa, finking upon the 
ſopha, burſt into tears, and was in ſuch 
_ an agony of perturbation that ſhe could 
not utter a word. The young ladies 
gave the beſt account they could of the 
incident that had occaſioned their ſud- 
den return, and Miſs Forreſter's dif. 
compoſure, —from which, after drink- 
ing a. glaſs of water, and being ten- 
derly ſoothed and encouraged by all 
Dt preſent, ſhe. recovered her ſi pirits enough 


do tell Mr. and Mrs. Waldron that ſhe 


had been met and accoſted by the 
wretch who had given her ſuch diſ- 


turbance at the opera; —and giving 


the note to Mr. Waldron, ſhe added, 
44 he forced this note into my hand, 
e threatening, if I did not receive it, to 
= ow me, go where I would. I could 
6 not. 


2 
* 1 
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te not bear his preſence; but as I knew. 
« nothing he could have to ſay to me, 
« ] would not open it, but reſerved 
« jt for your inf} agen and advice, if 
« advice be neceſlary.” 


Mr. Waldron opened the ble, and | 
found it as follows: 


Cruel Fair One, 4 
4 As I neither know your 
& name or ſituation, I can neither ad- 


“ . (refs you by letter or in perſon, but 


* ſhall carry this in my pocket *till I 
te have the happineſs of meeting with 
« you again; which, I hope will be 
© ſoon. By your late company I can 
give a reaſonable gueſs at your pre- 
e ſent way of life. By Heaven, I adore 
«© you! —your vanity cannot form a 
* with that I will not abundantly 
" "Om — My fortune is already am- 

« ple, 


TEE. 3 EN Serxiphis an old ict whe 
now lies at the point of death, will 
44 add at leaſt three thouſand 4 year to 
my preſent poſſeſſions. Make your 
own terms, my angel; — hut by all 
c that's ſacred, you ſhall be mine. Let 
© me have an anſwer immediately, and 
&« a favourable one, or Flt haunt you 
« like your evil genius. Direct for 
ec ms Cummins, at 3 Coſlee · 


” 285 hows.” 
* Waldron wanna} 


curious compoſition, he could not re- 
frain from laughter. —* Compoſe your: 
ec ſelf, my dear Miſs Forreſter, ſaid he, 
c this is the Juckieft, elucidation ima- 
, ginable. Captain Cummins I know 
| Wil name, tho* I did not know his 
« perſon. His poor ſick uncle, of 
e whom he ſpeaks with ſuch an un- 
. *fochng cruelty and exultation, is my 
cc 
1 


bt 


« of cowardice, which he ſhewed when 
4 called into the ſervice of his country, 


&© had an intent ion of leaving his for- 
e tune to a more diſtant relation from 
which 1 have diſſuaded him :—there- 

« fore, if you will give me leave, Miſs 

« Forreſter, I will return him ſuch an 

e anſwer to his billet, as ſhall effectu- 

« ally preſerve you from all further in- 


Ut ſolence from mm, of any of his 
60 * : 


Louiſa gave him unfeigned thanks, 
and hoped he would not bring himſelf 
into any inconveniencies on her ac- 
count. Never fear it, young lady, 
“ (faid he,) my years and ſober way 
« of life exempt me from the danger 
of a challenge; - and ſhould I re- 

i: ceive 
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te particular friend. Cummins, we = 
« hhertine principles, and ſome marks 


e had loſt his uncle's favour, and he 


2 n N N — ITE 
n — c of —— * 1 — 8 3 he IJ 


* * 1 — 

D a” ah ae 0 

— * + pr * DD oe Mp © an $0 ho 

pd r ꝙ—k — 2 

1 = 5 » a - 
ls 2 * 
1 3 ue 
CY > =— * 


TR 188 LovisA FORNBETER, 


te ceive one, I ſhould think it no dif. 
4 grace to refuſe it, and have the mad 


"99 aggreſſor put under an arreſt. 8 


« I am truly glad, my dear, (ſad 


, Mrs. Waldron, ) that your fentiments 


e on this ſubje& correſpond with mine. 
Loſe no time then to make Miſs For- 


& reſter eaſy ;—but write Cummins ſuch 


« à letter, as you think will effeQually 
« filence him in future.“ I' do my 
« endeavours, Emily, and I thank you 


* for forwarding my intention to do 


« what I think right. A woman never 
6 appears fo truly amiable, as when ſhe 


46 jntereſts herſelf 1 in the cauſe of her own 
« ſex, againſt the open. inſolence or 


E *,cqacealed arts of ours,” 


Mr. Waldron e wrote the 


a following letter to; Cummins. 
| " 518, 


te 


10 
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4813, | . | 

Be The note you * as | 
« forced into the hand of a young lady 
« of character and fortune, has been 
« given to me unopened. You had the 
« audacity to inſult her in 'my preſence, 
nor did I eſcape your ſcandalous in- 
« ſinuations; for that I forgive you, be- 
* cauſe, poor contemptible reptiles, ike 
“you, endeavour to keep up a good 
*« opinion of themſelves, by reducing all 
2 mankind to their own lewgl. The 
« lady you have taken theſe unwar- 
e rantable liberties with, is under my 
* protection; and my daughters were 
| © her companions, when your inſolent 
* intruſion ' obliged them to ſhorten 
© their morning's airing 


2 . Your worthy . of whoſe ap- 
| © proaching diſſolution you ſpeak with 
2 ſuch inhuman exultation, is my parti- 


2 
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\ BE * 


«6 cular friend. EKnow, young Ain,” 


4 that he had heard ſuch an account cf 


4% your want of courage and conduct in | 
« your profeſſ onal line, that he u % 


«6 reſolved to diſinherit you. I ſtood 


ce your fri end, hoping your character F 
«© had been traduced,—and by my per. 
« ſuaſions you were reinſtated in his ] 


1} « fayour; but unleſs you ſend me 2 


«6, *« ply wich my ne, ; and thereby 


4 ſolemn promiſe of amendment, and 
«© engage never to take further notice of 
4 the lady in queſtion, but aſſure your 


cc profligate friends that ſhe is a woman 


CLE rac honour, tho' once deceived into 
an acquaintance ſhe would have 


1 nr at, had ſhe known the real 


4 fituation of the parties, —I will place 


« your behaviour - in the light it de- 
« ferves.. As you wiſh for the cont! 


cc nuance of your Uncle s favour, com- 


c convince Þ 


GE. OS” OE ODER ys Te RE, 


| 5 . "I 9 2 
1 5 e 25 


4 e Lotlbinde me - diy path are not incor- 
Gebe, and vo mall not 185 an 5 
enemy! 8 
5 5 *Arthiur Waldron.” 


| iet bonn ald * this wag ad- 
miniſter to che mortified Louiſa. She 
| aer Mr. Waldron, with tears of 
gratitude, for his kind interference; and 
ptomiſed to be guided by the advice of 
him and his prudent lady in all her fu- 


ture proceedings. In the evening 


Mr. Waldron received a letter from 
Cummins, promiſing, in the moſt ſer- 
vile terms, to comply with whatever he 
would pleaſe to command, if he would 
not ruin him in his uncle's favour. 


The good man had ſome doubts 
whether he ought not to Jet his friend 
know 185 much of the behaviour of 
| Cummins 3 
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